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These Considerations 


REPORT in the June 14, 1997 issue of Science News says Novem- 

ber 17, 1998 is when the Earth will plunge headlong into the most 

\ intense interplanetary dust storm it has encountered in 33 years. 
jovember 17 is the annual date for the Leonid meteor shower, 

when the Earth plows through a broad, tenuous band of dusty debris, or mete- 
oroids, expelled by Comet Temple-Tuttle during centurics of passages near the 
Sun. Every 33 years the comet returns to orbit the Sun and spew out fresh par- 
ticles. The next passage is in February 1997. On November 17th then, when 
our own space craft next hits the Leonid stream, the torrent of new metcoroids 
won’t have yet dissipated. We will encounter a dense swath of debris, a veri- 
table tempest, with as many as 100,000 shooting stars an hour forecast. Don’t 
however make this your sole basis for predicting cither doom or delight, going 
back at 33-year intervals to 1767 fails to identify any noteworthy events on 
these days. But what if one was born on November 17th, 1931! Know a nyone? 

Olivia Barclay’s 1996 Carter Memorial Lecture, reproduced here in ils en- 
tirety, surely contains more astrological sense than do all the books piled beside 
my desk, newly published and awaiting review. I'd begun to despair that no 
one was going to challenge the current illiteracy that has the ) ruling the IVth, 
the © ruling the Vth, and so on, simply because these bodies rule the fourth 
and fifth Signs, the so-called ‘astrological alphabet.’ Q is a barren Sign, no 
one I know of has ever done any research that challenges this statement: how 
then can Q or its ruler ever be related to the Vth, the House of creativity and 
children? It is therefore with delighted gratitude that I read Olivia’s comments 
on this and several other current nonsenses. 

What would their charts have looked like? A frequently asked question 
when we read literary classics and consider the heroes, heroines and villains. 
Rosalind Sugerman has been musing over the characters in Malory’s A/orte 
d’Arthur and suggests charts for Sir Lancelot and Queen Guenever. There’s 
much to be said for these two proposed charts, but I do wonder when I read that 
Arthur himself has a © &. You may wish to compare Guenever’s chart with 
that of a modern-day equivalent, Princess Diana, the subject of Shelagh Ken- 
dal’s article. Both royal ladies sound more than a tad spoilt. 

Other offerings include Nick Evans’ proposed explanation for the origin of 
aspects, described by Maurice McCann; an explanation of what to expect when 
X is retrograde in a natal chart, from Stan Riddle; and a detailed examination 
of the meaning of by Prier Wintle. 3 tends to be ignored in most chart analy- 
ses, He’s so small and his geocentric longitude is always so close to the ©. 
Prier Wintle believes there’s more here than is usually mentioned. After 
learning how to speak and to steal, he stimulates us to amass wealth and to do 
battle with others. 

Something new to Considerations, too: a crossword. It has a strong astro- 
logical bias and shouldn’t prove too tricky once you figure out its underlying 
theme. Enjoy! 


The Need for Traditional Astrology 
The 1996 Carter Memorial Lecture 


Olivia Barclay Q.H.P 


Olivia Barclay is an astrologer of 
some repute, I’d say, Many people, 
when they first meet her think ‘what a 
nice lady’ but Olivia has been the 
cause of a minor earthquake in many 
parts of the English-speaking world, 
in addition to Germany and Italy and 
other countries, over the past fifteen 
years, mainly because she insisted 
that the small number of people, as it 
was in those days, who studied 
Horary were using texts which were 
doctored and bastardized during the 
19th century. It was Olivia's photo- 
copied editions of William Lilly's 
1647 masterpiece Christian Astrol- 
ogy, which lay behind Regulus’ 1985 
publication of this work, the first as- 
trological textbook to be written in 
English. That represented, if you 
like, the coming of age of astrology in 
England and it was the first tine 
those people who didn't read or 
speak Latin could study astrology. It 
was Olivia who introduced us to that 
work, restoring a direct line of astro- 
logical interpretation extending back 
to the classical world, That line had 
been broken when astrology went out 
of fashion in the late 17th century 
and had to be rediscovered in the 


early 1980s bit by bit. The republi- 
cation of Christian Astrology came at 
a time when, I think, the consensus 
was that the future of astrology lay in 
its marriage with depth-psychology. 
Olivia suddenly drew people back 
into the realization that there was a 
very precise technical way of working 
with astrology to make precise judg- 
ments concerning external events. 
Out of Olivia's work has come a 
plethora of magazines, the Horary 
Messenger, the Horary Practitioner, 
the Traditional Astrologer, as well as 
schools of traditional and classical 
astrology both in the UK and the US, 
led of course by her own school. It is 
interesting to see people who have 
been studying astrology for 20 or 30 
ears enrolling in Olivia's school. It 
is perhaps too early to assess her 
long-term importance, but she has 
single-handedly transformed the way 
we think about astrology in the 
1990s, Her impact so far is really 
quite monumental. 
—lIntroduction prior to the lecture 
by Nicholas Campion, 
President of the U.K’s 
Astrological Association 


/ HERE WERE SOME FINE and great trees blown down in the 


storm of 1987 and we mourned for them. 


That is how I feel 


about Western astrology. It is like an old oak or redwood tree, 
incredibly old, but brought down in the storms of the last three 
centuries. Its roots are still there, buried in antiquity, but we have cut it 
off from its roots. “Its roots don’t matter,” we have said, “we will graft 
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bits of it onto modern saplings, like one called psychology, or one called 
science, or better still let’s cut it up for firewood.” 

However, the main tree could still be rescued if we would only take the 
trouble to study it. We could still recapture the truths of traditional as- 
trology, despite current confusion. 

By ‘traditional astrology’ I mean that great canon of knowledge that 
has accumulated over the past thousands of years. It consists of Mun- 
dane, Horary, Nativities and Electional astrology. 

Our reason for studying the works of the past is to learn the methods 
of previous astrologers and try to improve our techniques today. It is not 
simply because the ways are old, or because we intend to follow on par- 
rot-fashion, it is because of the astrology they can teach us. 

Astrology is the study of the action of the spirit through the medium of 
heavenly bodies, on all manifest material matter of this earth, or, as Car- 
dan, the famous 16th-century Italian astrologer, so aptly put it in my fa- 
vorite aphorism, Heaven is the Instrument of the Most High God whereby 
he acts upon and Governs Inferior Things. 

Whether you believe in the Most High God or whether you call Him a 
Universal Life Force or Energy, you must surely realize that you should 
be studying those laws which show the pattern of existence of everything 
there is. You should not be studying something recently thought up on the 
spur of the moment by someone calling himself an astrologer or psy- 
chologist. It is for us to find out those universal laws, to strive to decipher 
their code, and penetrate their meaning and purpose; not to invent hypo- 
thetical methods of interpretation for the sake of publicity or prestige. 

There have been many unfounded inventions during this century which 
have led to distortions of the truth. We have been losing much that is of 
value. People have felt free to invent and add whatever they wish, even 
when they have no idea of what was already known in the old astrology. 
The changes have caused confusion and contradiction. 

Some people have invented ideas to make astrology more acceptable, 
others to make it simpler, and some just for the sake of talking about 
something new. The trouble is that when someone invents a method, 
someone else comes along and invents a contradictory one, and everyone 
is thrown into confusion because few have studied the foundations of our 
art sufficiently to know which, of all the variations put before them, is the 
correct one. 

As Robert Hand said in the Foreword to my own book, Horary As- 
trology Rediscovered, so much has been invented that everything at any- 
time can mean anything, so then nothing means anything. I agreed with 
Robert Hand, the plethora of inventions has defeated its own object. He 
suggests that we need what he calls rigor in our use of symbols, which I 
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interpret to mean that we should have an exact knowledge of their mean- 
ing. That should be our first step. 

Have you ever considered that 1,500 years ago Palchus, for one, could, 
with his astrology, respond to a question with a clear answer. William 
Lilly and his contemporaries could do that in the 17th century and they 
explained to us how to do it, but no, we must add and invent and mancu- 
ver until our words sound obscure and meaningless. We speak in euphe- 
misms, forgetting to search for the nub of the matter. 

As you may know, I teach a course in Horary. Horary is a very prac- 
tical art. One virtue of it is that when you are asked a question you need 
to produce an answer that can be seen to be true. You cannot waffle. It is 
a fine test of astrology. If your answer is correct you are on the right 
track, you are using the right methods. You know you can drive your car 
because you consistently reach the desired destination safely. There is a 
great difference between driving a car and only talking about one like a 
car salesman. You need to know from practical experience what the ac- 
celerator is for, and should resist those who instruct you falsely. There 
are at present many more books talking about astrology than practical, 
proficient working astrologers. It is easier to talk. 

I am reminded of Lilly’s words in his introduction to the Anima Astro- 
logiae by Bonatus. He says the book is “for those honest students that 
practice art to discover truth and not to vapour with it.” 

No doubt there are many motives that drive us to study astrology. My 
own motive was to find clear evidence that the movement of heavenly 
bodies affected life on earth, or that a synchronicity exists between them 
showing that life is one—”As above, so it is below”, etc. My motivation 
was not prediction, and yet prediction supplies such evidence. Astrology 
has always been concerned with prediction, although we seldom hear a 
serious prediction now except from the weathermen. The ancient ability to 
predict grew from observations, I believe, as the yearly heliacal rising of 
Sirius coinciding with the rising of the Nile. In early days, astronomy and 
astrology were one, astronomy the study of physical reality and astrology 
the interpretation of its meaning. Observation of nature seems to have 
been much keener in earlier cultures and conscquently they had an aware- 
ness of beauty which was considered, in Greece at least, an expression of 
the inner spirit. 


WOULD LIKE to mention some great astrologers of the past who 
have much to teach us. It is absurd that their work has been so ig- 
nored, just because they lived in a different culture from ours which 

was not immersed in materialism and which held different standards. Pre- 
sumably most of you subscribe to Project Hindsight, an organization 
headed by Robert Hand, which has committed itself to the colossal task of 
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translating into English all the authoritative works of past astrologers. 
One of the most notable, in my opinion, is the book by Paulus Alexan- 
drinus written in 378 AD and now translated into English for the first 
time. It was significant to see that Paulus differed from Ptolemy by allo- 
cating the rulership of the water triplicity by day to Venus. But how can 
the average astrologer of today, unfamiliar with the tables of Essential 
Dignities of the planets, appreciate these differences, or assess the value 
of Paulus’ work at all? To do so you must first understand the traditional 
methods he is discussing. And that is where there is a great gap in the 
knowledge of the majority of present-day astrologers. 

Apart from the linguistic efforts of Project Hindsight, it is important 
that Graeme Tobyn has started a “Latin for Astrologers” study group in 
London. Here is a group of expericnced working astrologers who are 
translating directly from Latin. I am going to ask Graeme to translate 
some lines from Junctinius for you throughout my talk so that you can 
hear how beautiful and concise the old astrology was. Here is the chart of 
Mary, Queen of Scots, with Gracme’s translation: 

Sranciscl Junctint Comment 
Maria Regina Scotia Nativitas 
283.47 


Die 7 Decems, 
Jo; 1m 15 
2.36 post meridiem 


Pol. 59 grad 


Mary, Queen of Scotland, the daughter of James V, King of the Scots, 
began her reign in 1542 aged seven days. Her father dead, she married 
Francois, the Dauphin of France, who later was proclaimed the King of 
France. But after the death of her husband King Francois, she now wid- 
owed left the palace and withdrew to the city of Rheims. She visited 
Lotharingia, then leaving Calais on a favorable wind she came to land 
in Scotland, was received with honor by her people and was thrown into 
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many troubles by her arrival in the kingdom. Since, therefore, the tu- 
mult in the kingdom of Scotland was increasing more each day, the 
Queen seeing the sedition by the people against her, departed and hur- 
ried on her journey to France. But on the journey she was captured by 
the Queen of England who imprisoned her in a castle which is com- 
monly called Ponfre [Pontefract]. 

It should be abundantly clear to whoever might thus search for the 
former happiness and present calamity of this Queen, that fate obtains 
its own share in human affairs. For this Queen has in her nativity » in 
square to o, which are in commutated and violent signs and have do- 
minion in the VIIth and XIIth houses. The ) is found with the antiscion 
of the © in #4, which gives a propensity for journeys. But it is the plan- 
ets & in * in the XIIth and » in Ml in the VIIth which portend impris- 
onments and very many dangers and misfortunes and the death of a 
husband, which happened to her. 


T IS TRUE that we do have a few early books already in English that 

we can study. For instance, you can buy The Astronomica by Manil- 

ius, who lived about the time of Christ. It is a beautiful epic poem de- 
scribing the belicfs of that era, including the fact that the Earth is a 
sphere. It contains the earliest description I know of the houses, showing 
that by this date they had emerged from a more primitive astrology where 
luminaries and angles had been emphasized. The houses were called by 
name not by numbers, as you will also find in the Zetrabiblos by 
Ptolemy’ written less than a century later. Manilius tells us that the 
houses were called temples, and the planets, who were the gods, had their 
abodes in certain temples. Mercury has his abode in the Ist house, because 
of his association with the head, the tongue and the memory. Mercury 
gave his name, Stilbon (the Glistener), to the first house. % in the Xth of 
success makes a successful orator. ¥ is associated with the brain. 

I hear there is now a new, irresponsible invention that it is @ who is as- 
sociated with the brain. We will no doubt see cach planet in turn given 
rulership of the brain. Where will it end? 

Each house, you see, takes on the characteristics of the planet which 
abides in it. Thus the Vth, always called the house of luck, has the char- 
acteristics of 2, pleasure, since 2 has her abode in the Vth. Manilius ex- 
plains that through the temples the entire procession of the Zodiac re- 
volves, and that the planets too traverse them, modifying their properties. 

So you see that for at least the last 2,000 years the distinction between 
houses and signs has been understood in western astrology. (Hindu astrol- 
ogy is a different discipline.) When we are studying western astrology, 


' Robbins translation in Loeb Classical Library, page 273. 


2 Astronomicon by Manilius, Locb, page 159. 
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therefore, we should realize that the houses and signs do not equate to 
each other. I quote William Lilly, who wrote 


..he that shall learn the nature of the planets and signs without exact 
judgment of the houses, is like an improvident man that furnisheth him- 
self with houschold stuffe, having no place wherein to bestow them. 


Every action, every event, every person or thing in this life belongs to 
one of the houses. This rulership is not a matter of opinion, but of facts 
tried and tested by generation after generation—and that applies to all as- 
trology. 

It was therefore unfortunate when someone this century decided to in- 
vent a new idea for teaching astrology to beginners: “the first house,” they 
said, “equals the first sign of Aries and therefore Mars; the second house 
equals Taurus and therefore Venus; etc.” —it has been called ‘the alpha- 
bet of astrology.’ This illustrates my point about random inventions, and 
it has led to confusion ever since. Such statements as “if Libra is the sev- 
enth sign and Saturn is exalted in Libra, then Saturn is exalted in the sev- 
enth house”, which I assure you it is not. Nor could it be true that % rules 
the XIth house or 4 the XIIth, because the XIth is the most fortunate of 
houses, having taken its characteristics from \4, the greater benefic. 

(However, there is an exception to this rule. When referring to the 
anatomy of the body, then there is an analog between signs and houses, 
but in that respect only.) 

While Manilius called the Ist house Stilbon, by Ptolemy’s time it was 
called the Horoscopus. When you read of the horoscope in old books they 
are referring to the ascendant, not to the whole chart. The Ist house de- 
scribes the body: it is the House of Life. In Horary it represents the 
querent. 

The IInd house refers to the resources of the Ist. Firmicus called it Lu- 
crum (money) in the 4th century. We don’t know whose abode it was, but 
Manilius called it the Portal of Pluto. 

The IIIrd house is the abode of the ), for the ) fluctuates in movement 
and shape and so rules transitory things like short journeys and what we 
call communications. It has been called the House of Brothers. In the 
time of Ptolemy it was called Dea, goddess, because it was opposite the 
IXth, Deus. 

The IXth house has always been related to religion and God, and is 
therefore the abode of the ©. The word Sun was once synonymous with 
the word God. Vettius Valens, in describing the configuration ¥ 4 © 
called this Jupiter trine God. The church belongs to the IXth and, in our 
secular society, so do philosophy and deep thought and further education 
and their counterpart on the physical planes, distant travel. It covers vi- 
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sion and dreams, since they come from God. I have always thought it 
significant that Gauquelin found prominent athletes had o” in this house 
because o” is strengthened by the ©, being of the same nature, hot and 
dry. Gauquelin’s conclusion thereby upholds the traditional understand- 
ing of the nature of the planets. 

I am not suggesting that astrology should stagnate and cease to de- 
velop. There is a need for discovery and creative thought, but I am saying 
that the basis of astrology should first be understood, before random rules 
are thought up and accepted. 

For instance, a former student of mine, Lee Lehman, has taken those o” 
positions found by Gauquelin and discovered by statistics that they are 
mainly in the terms of & and , which is relevant, since that provides the 
additional energy and endurance required by the athletes. This helps con- 
firm the positions of the terms of the planets and has helped establish that 
a sign is from 0-29° and not 1-30°. 

The IVth house is the base of the chart. Ptolemy called it the Lower 
Midheaven. It rules solid objects one cannot carry about, like buildings 
and land and mines. It is the source, the beginning and the end; it rules 
fathers and the old, and it is the abode of ». 

Margaret Hone, in the 50’s, had a bright idea. She knew © was the 
fourth sign, ruled by the ), so she invented a rule that the IVth house 
didn’t really rule fathers at all, but mothers. Astrologers were again 
thrown into confusion and some even associated with mothers. Firmi- 
cus tells us the [Vth house rules parents. However, if you refer to the 
mother alone, take the opposite to the IVth, that is the Xth. 

Thus in all astrology the signficator of the father is the [Vth house and 
its ruler, or the © by day and » by night or planets in the [Vth house. 

The mother is shown by the Xth house and its ruler, or by 2 by day 
and the ) by night, or by planets in the Xth house. 

The Xth house is the house of glory and authority. It shows one’s suc- 
cess and standing in the world. 

The XIth, as I’ve said, is the most fortunate of all, the Good Daemon, 
ruled by ¥, the benefic—not enough attention is paid to ¥ in our society; 
it is the greatest giver of good, under God. 

The XIIth is unfortunate and the joy of 4. From the XIIth comes 
treachery, ambush, stabs in the back and self-undoing; but also pleasanter 
things like solitude and large animals. 

I have not yet mentioned the other unfortunate houses. The VIth was 
called /aboris (work) by Manilius and Bad Fortune by Ptolemy. Work 
was apparently considered undesirable then. It also describes illness and 
it rules small animals. 
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The VIIIth shows the resources of the VIJth, and the ruler of the sign 
on its cusp is the Lord of Death. 


RADITIONALLY THE PLANETS are of greater importance than 

the signs. The signs have been emphasized recently because there 

is money to be made from Sun-sign columns. Everyone knows 
their Sun sign. Commercial astrology does no harm and has relaxed the 
tension between the public and the astrologers. We are fortunate to have 
been relegated to the rank of entertainers and nobody, we hope, is going to 
be burnt at the stake. 

But it was a different matter even at the beginning of this century 
when, between 1914 and 1917, Alan Leo was prosecuted for fortune tell- 
ing. In vain did he protest that his delineations merely showed 
‘tendencies.’ He had warned his client (a policeman using a false name) 
that he could expect a death in the family circle, and the court would not 
accept that such a statement was a ‘tendency.’ Leo was fined. This 
dreadful state of affairs (and you can read all about it in Patrick Curry’s A 
Confusion of Prophets) lead Leo to modify astrology so that it did not up- 
set public opinion or the laws of England. He watered it down to merge 
with theosophy and/or psychology. It was reminiscent of the old astrol- 
ogy, since it used the same symbols, but it was changed, it wasn’t the real 
thing. It was this for mess of pottage which Leo sold the inheritance of 
astrology. Although the Witchcraft Act was not rescinded until 1988, as- 
trologers were left unmolested, being officially classified in England as 
entertainers. 

The psychological angle has proved very popular during this century 
and indeed if one wants to be a psychologist or anything else, there is no 
better way than incorporating astrology. 

However, for those of us who are interested in pure astrology, which 
deals with every facet of creation (not just human character), being clas- 
sified as entertainers is a two-edged sword. It has the disadvantage that 
when serious research yields results, these are dismissed, as with the Gau- 
quelin results. And I remember a story about liquid metals in test tubes 
that reacted when certain planets ascended in the sky. This was done in 
front of TV cameras but could not be shown to the public because the evi- 
dence was too conclusive and would have contradicted our status as enter- 
tainers. And so we have a great barrier of prejudice to overcome. It is our 
accepted lot to work hard and not to be taken seriously. To amuse people 
and talk about their Sun-sign type. It could be worse. 
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In serious astrology we must remember that the signs are only like ad- 
jectives, describing the planets. They are associated with four things only: 
countries, diseases and descriptions of physical appearance, and places.’ 

It is the planets in all astrology that rule. It is to the planets that the 
orbs belong, not to the aspects. A planet is a sphere, and an orb is a 
sphere. It is commonsense that the circular orb shines around a planet like 
an aura. An aspect, on the other hand, is not circular. 

Planets can be assessed for strength in a chart, either for their essential 
strength, looking to see if they are in their own sign, exaltation, triplicity, 
term or face, which are set degrees in the Zodiac, or for accidental 
strengths which vary in each chart. For example, the planet can be angular 
or swift in motion, or in some way well placed. 

We do not have the original work of Ptolemy with his original Tables 
of Essential Dignities of the planets, but I use the version given by Lilly in 
Christian Astrology because Lilly put it to practical use, and also because 
it is close to Al Biruni’s version from the 11th century. 


from Europe in the Sth century. It was rescued and preserved by 

the Arabs. Ptolemy’s work was translated into Arabic. European 
and Arabic astrology merged. Those centuries produced famous Arab and 
Jewish astrologers, Al Kini and Abu Masha were Arabic, Abraham Ibn 
Ezra was Jewish. If you have been to the old synagogue in Cairo you may 
have heard of him. The synagogue was named after him when he paid off 
their debts. It was not until the 13th century that astrology crept back into 
Europe, via Spain and Italy. Ptolemy was translated back into Latin from 
Arabic. His work was taught in all universities for three centuries. He had 
been a great man, had written on music, geography, optics and astronomy; 
he had calculated the distance of the Moon from the Earth. He had enor- 
mous impact on astrological thought. 

It was really Bonatus who brought back an enthusiasm for astrology 
into Europe. Bonatus, like Lilly after him, set about to instruct students in 
our art. His books are addressed to readers who do not yet know much 
astrology. Project Hindsight have just translated some of his work, and of 
course I have greatly enjoyed reading his section on Horary. For one 
thing, Bonatus is at great pains to explain the importance of reception, 
how the efficacy of some aspects depends both on reception and the nature 
of the planets involved. 

The Project Hindsight translators of Bonatus were under the extraor- 
dinary impression that Lilly did not use reception, only mutual reception, 
but I found 129 references to reception in the Horary section of Christian 


| oe ASTROLOGY, in fact all astrology, was banned 


> William Lilly. Christian Astrology. Regulus edition, page 100. 
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Astrology, aside from mention of mutual or mixed reception, and if any- 
one would like to contest me on this I refer them to page 185 of Christian 
Astrology alone, where the whole page is full of explanations about re- 
ception with aspects. Perhaps what led Project Hindsight to their mis- 
taken conclusion is the fact that Bonatus, in the 13th century, and Lilly, in 
the 17th century, spoke often of dispositors as well as receiving planets. 
But a receiving planet is a dispositor. It is the same thing. Planets in = 
are received by @ in her own sign, and by » in his exaltation, which is the 
same as saying that ? deposits by sign and » deposits by exaltation. One 
can only be forced to the sad and reluctant conclusion that the translators 
at Project Hindsight have not read Lilly. 

It is clear that Lilly was conversant with and inspired by the work of 
Bonatus, as he was by the work of Ptolemy. Incidentally, if you study 
Ptolemy you will note again the importance of dispositors. When he de- 
scribes planets to us, he describes them as dispositors of eclipses. 

There is one remark in Bonatus that struck a note which was foreign to 
Lilly. “A planet in its fall or detriment,” he said, “cannot receive an- 
other.” At first you think: “Of course it can’t; if it isn’t in an essential 
dignity, how could it disposit another?” But then, what about the ) in #6? 
The ) is in its detriment in # but it rules the night triplicity of earth signs, 
can it not then receive in its triplicity? Or o’, in its fall in &? Yet o rules 
the water triplicity, I do not know the answer to that and will leave you to 
work it out. 

Without recourse to the Tables of Dignitics of the planets you cannot 
know the strength of a planet or its dispositor, nor the almuten of a par- 


ticular degree or of the whole chart. The chart becomes pretty featureless. 
211. 6. 


ELIzaABETH) 
Queen ef Englands 
born 1 5 33. 


Septrq. 2b. 26m 
P.M 
Sub Lat. 514. 32m, 
a Vac. ad ¥R. 


12 


Considerations XII:3 


or 
“Se 


Figure 3: Coronation of Queen Elizabeth I 
Noon (calculated for 0:11:27 p.m.), January 15, 1559 n.s. 
Westminster, London: 51N29.9, 0W07.7 


HE CHART OF Queen Elizabeth I of England is shown at Fig. 2. 

Perhaps the earliest English astrologer we think of is John Dee, 

personal astrologer to Her Majesty. He was an important and 
wealthy man of her court and he was also the foreign agent for Elizabeth, 
calling himself 007. He is famous, amongst other things, for his Electional 
chart for the Queen’s coronation in 1559. In those days the prosperity of 
her reign would have been acknowledged to depend on the beneficity of 
the moment elected. I have also shown it in my book because it teaches us 
useful lessons. It demonstrates the need to refer to a nativity when doing 
an Electional chart. 

The luminaries of the Coronation chart (see fig. 3) are trine the bene- 
fics, 4 and @, in the nativity of the Queen—) 20° T a 4 20° X, and O 
4° wz A Q 3° =. The chart shown here, by Gadbury, gives a ~ Ascendant 
but Junctinius, a contemporary of Elizabeth, gives Ascendant. But 
whichever Ascendant is correct (and I expect it is Junctinius because 
Eliza-beth’s grandfather had 16° 4 on the Ascendant), the correspondence 
between the luminaries and benefics remains. 

In such a chart too, Fixed Stars should be used because, as Bonatus 
tells us, “the Fixed Stars confer great gifts and elevate from poverty to an 
extreme height of fortune, the planets do not.” The Fixed Stars will give 
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lasting effects and should be used in all foundations or cases where the 
situation will last long. Here the ) is trine both ® and Regulus, the royal 
star, conferring glory, honor and fame. Aspects to ® should always be 
considered; the ) aspecting ® is not void. (People who produce those lit- 
tle tables to shown when the ) will be void of course overlook this.) 

As I mentioned, another contemporary of Elizabeth, was Junctinius, 


and now I would like to ask Graeme Tobyn to translate from Latin an- 
other passage from this great astrologer: 


The most serene Queen has in her nativity five planets in their essential 
dignities, namely 4 and @ in their domiciles, the ) in her exaltation and 
joy, % in his triplicity, and o” in his decan. On account of which, she 
obtained her father’s kingdom and inheritance. Yea, the Great Con- 
junction in the year 1484 which was much spoken of, exactly in 21 de- 
grees of TM has shown her the greatness of her power and authority, and 
the marks of honor and has adorned her life with evident dignity, made 
her famous and graced her with a crown, Likewise 9 and ? in her own 
sign shows a charming manner of speech, eloquence and good will 
among all nations, while the ) in & has undoubtedly signified an un- 
common skill in various languages and a knowledge of very many sci- 
ences. 


HE CLIMAX for western astrology was really in the 17th century 

when Lilly wrote his masterpiece Christian Astrology, completed 

in 1647 and over 870 pages long. This is the definitive book on 
traditional astrology. It is concerned with Nativities as well as Horary. 
but the methods and techniques he shows us, once understood, are relevant 
to all astrology. Lilly had access to a library of over 300 books and from 
these he translated from Latin into English. 

Project Hindsight announce that they too will now translate all these 
books and we look forward to reading them. However, I would like to 
point out the differences between the efforts of Project Hindsight and 
those of William Lilly. 

Lilly was a man of enormous experience. Derek Parker tells us in his 
biography of Lilly, Familiar to All, that there are casebooks, containing 
file upon file of astrological charts, over 4,000 between June 1654 and 
September 1656. Lilly was a prodigious worker. It was he who advised 
Parliament during the civil wars, and he became very famous. He was 
proficient in Latin and in astrology. Of course he did not translate 300 
books word for word, but because he was immersed in his subject he was 
able to discriminate and select just the cream of the information that was 
enough to teach students to become proficient. Not only did he draw on 
the greatest brains of the past but he was able to give us the added benefit 
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of his own conclusions. He was able to explain that a certain authority advo- 
cated one method and another had a different idea, but he himself had found 
another yet more succinct solution. It is this ability that the translators of Proj- 
ect Hindsight may find they lack. Nor are the conclusions drawn by Lilly in 
any way comparable to the ill-formed inventions of today, Lilly illustrates his 
reasoning with clear charts so that we can all study the techniques and methods 
he has explained. We can try it out for ourselves and if we do we find it works. 
If anyone should deny that, you will know that they have not tried it out cor- 
rectly, and are inexperienced astrologers. Lilly really knew what he was 
talking about. 

As Lilly wrote, he was shut away indoors, unable to go out because of the 
plague. Having buried one servant of it he was expecting death daily. I have 
often thought that such circumstances account for the sincerity and truthfulness 
of his book. So many details are explained painstakingly for the purpose of in- 
structing students clearly, in an organized way. His colossal achievement— 
think of handwriting 870 pages!—differs entirely from the impending task of 
Project Hindsight. They will, I am sure, translate those 300 books conscien- 
tiously, sentence by sentence, and we will be thankful to them for make the 
books available to us. But when they have completed their task and translated 
so much information they will still lack the practical experience enabling them 
to compare, select and synthesize these methods into a structured teaching vol- 
ume such as we find in Christian Astrology. 

There were other distinguished astrologers; Galileo (we have a chart for the 
time he discovered Neptune but thought it was a moon of Jupiter) and Mercator 
the geographer, Newton, Kepler, Regiomontanus and Flamsteed, to mention a 
few. 

Flamsteed was the Astronomer Royal who elected the next chart (shown at 
fig. 4) for the foundation of the Greenwich Observatory in 1675, I am showing 
it to you now because let us hope it may be relevant to the success of the mil- 
lennium arrangements which will take place at Greenwich. The chart demon- 
strates that Flamsteed was a brilliant astrologer, first by his use of the Fixed 
Stars. 

Spica, a very benefic star, conferring honors and fame, is positioned on the 
MC and Regulus, the Royal Star, is conjunct the © (that is for August 1675). 
As I said, we use Fixed Stars for foundations because they give permanence. 

And secondly, Flamsteed proves his brilliance by his use of the antiscia 
position of 4. 4 rules the Ascendant and as such represents our nation. At first 
sight its position in the XIIth house looks unfortunate; but no, its antiscia or 
solstice point falls exactly on the IInd cusp of wealth, and has brought wealth 
and prosperity to our nation ever since. 


FTER LILLY, astrology in England declined. It became unpalatable 
to the growing scientific attitudes of the 18th century. This is fully 
explained in Patrick Curry’s book, The Prophesy and the Power, in 
which he tells us of the formation of the Royal Society, a group of 
well-meaning, reasonable men who would have accepted astrologers or anyone 
else who could prove scientifically what they were doing. They believed that 
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Figure 4: Foundation of Greenwich Observatory 
3:13:13 p.m. LT, August 20th, 1675 ns. 
Greenwich, London: 51N29, OW00 


once astrology had been turned into a science that was reliably proven, it would 
naturally regain people’s admiration. Sadly, there are still some of us hoping to 
do just that, but some things cannot be proved: art, love, music; the effect of 
these things can be observed but not scientifically proved. If there are facts that 
can be proved, and Gauquclin did that, then prejudice dismisses them. 

And so with each successive generation the astrological knowledge of the 
17th century was watered down, distorted and misunderstood. 

During this talk I have mentioned several authors whom I hope working 
astrologers will resolve to read. Namely the authors of the 17th century. Lilly, 
first-and foremost, and his contemporaries: Gadbury, who veered towards Na- 
tivities; Ramesay, who specialized in Elections, Culpeper, the famous astrolo- 
ger-herbalist; Henry Coley, and George Wharton, the astrologer to Charles I. If 
you will study those 17th-century books you will find that they are a stepping 
stone to the understanding of earlier authors, even to antiquity. But there is no 
short-cut; today’s expectation of quick results will not help you to do good as- 
trology. This is the most wonderful knowledge and takes years to acquire. It is 
worth it. 

If you are interested in Elections, you will be amazed at Schoener, beside 
whom modern writers on Elections, such as Robson, pale into insignificance. 
Schoener should be read in conjunction with Lilly as the two complement cach 
other, Besides Schoener there are Ramesay and Bonincontrius to study. 
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The above chart shows the traditional, PTOLEMY 
house rulerships, those mentioned in Lilly 
Olivia’s lecture and others. MANILIUS 


FIRMICUS (outermost) 


Natal astrologers might read the Natal section of Christian Astrology but 
you will need the earlier part of the book to follow the methods used. John 
Frawley tells me the work of Montulmo is important; it is translated by Project 
Hindsight. If you are interested in Horary, my book is easy to follow, and so is 
Barbara Watters’ Horary Astrology and the Judgment of Events, but no good 
work can be done without Lilly. There is now a translation of Bonatus’ Horary 
by Project Hindsight. For general use, I recommend Lee Lehman’s Book of 
Rulerships, and of course none of us can omit Zhe Combination of Stellar In- 
Sluences, (Did you know Firmicus mentions midpoints in the 4th century?) 

So now is the time to take the bull by the horns and re-investigate the old 
astrology in all its beauty. Once you have hold of it you can never Iet it go. 


This transcript was previously published in The Astrological Journal, 
Volume 39, number |. January/February 1997. 
It is reproduced by permission of the Astrological Association of Great Britain 
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Legends of Love, Cycles of Heaven 


Lancelot & Guenever 


ROSALIND SUGERMAN 


Then take thy way, said La Beale Isoud, unto the court of King 
Arthur, and there recommend me unto Queen Guenever, and 
tell her that I send her word that there be within this land but 

four lovers, that is Sir Lancelot du Lake and Queen Guenever, 

and Sir Tristram de Liones and Queen Isoud.! 


EEPLY immersed in the 

pages of Sir Stephen Mal- 

ory’s incomparable mas- 
terpiece, the occasional small, cu- 
rious voice of the astrologer asks 
‘now what would their charts have 
been like, I wonder? How would 
the synastry have worked for them 
all?’ 

What began as idle speculation, 
the kind we often indulge in while 
watching a politician speak on TV, 
at the movies, reading a novel: ‘this 
person has to have a % ), I bet 
money he’s a © T"... developed 
into an intricate and challenging 
game, the game of creating an en- 
tire horoscope for cach of these 
four legendary lovers: Lancelot 
and Guenever, Tristram and 
Isoud. 

There will no doubt be those 


who say I've got it all wrong, and 
to them I say: well, this is just 
something I’ve done as an enter- 
tainment for my fellow astrologers, 
keeping within the logical bounda- 
rics of planetary motion (more or 
less), and using astrology to create 
a portrait of some people who lived 
long ago and far away. So make 
the journcy with me to Camelot; 
leave your 20th century values on 
war and women outside the castle 
door; let the characters, the story, 
the wonderful words be themselves. 


' Malory, Sir Stephen. Le Morte d’Arthur. (a facsimile edition of the J. M. 
Dent & Sons 1909 edition) London: Studio Editions. p.192. 
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Lancelot 


IR LANCELOT du Lake began as a double >’, befitting one 

who truly had no desire to wed. But as I thought about him, I 

SS) realized there is a deep conservative streak to this man, and even 
a) the influence of other factors in the chart, © ) in % some- 
how didn’t seem appropriate to one who declined all offers, re- 

maining true to one woman in right and in wrong. Lancelot has to have a 
chart that reflected a magnetic personality, an effortless attraction for all 
women: both the good, as is fair Elaine, a lusty young Tf I think; and the 
evil, as is Morgan Le Fay, as false a sorceress and witch that was then 
living’ , a dark and scheming Tl who would have destroyed what she could 
not seduce. He is the best knight in the world, the head of all Christian 
knight’: thou were the courteoust knight that ever bare shield and thou 
were the truest lover of sinful man that ever loved woman. And thou 
were the kindest man that ever struck with sword. And thou were the 
goodliest person that ever came among a press of knights. And thou 
were the sternest knight to thy mortal foe that ever put spear in the rest.’ 

This is a man who is born to rule, a king’s son. His sense of honor and 
fear of shame is extreme. In almost any situation Lancelot’s actions are 
based on these beliefs. Even in the depths of his madness, knightly behav- 
ior prescribes his days. So I think to his © in X one must add a O from 4 
in X &a MW ). He needs some # for the commitment to the order of chiv- 
alry, the hierarchy of kings: so a 6 Midheaven with 4 o from the IXth; 
and § @ in A toa XIIth house ¥—of which more later. 

He is described as a big man, not as big as Tristram, but the best 
breathed man of his age. Some explanation of Malory’s usage of the word 
big may be needed: he means it in the sense of being not so much tall as 
well built, generously muscled, physically strong. To say he is the best 
breathed is a high compliment in an age when a warrior needed a very 
healthy set of lungs to fight for hours wearing 55 pounds of armor and 
wielding a two-handed sword or 18-foot lance. PB rising in 8 and both 4 
and \ at the Midheaven, with a o* QO for added vigor seemed to give a 
good description. The 82 0”, which also squares @ in passionate Ml, falls in 
that area of the chart where o” energy manifests so often with the spirit of 
chivalry.* 


Malory, p. 228. 

Malory, p. 619. 

Ibid. 

° The basis for this o" description is observation, and the use of methods devel- 
oped by John Addey and Michel Gauquelin. The closest modern-day equivalent 
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% can give a very handsome and aristocratic appearance: gracious, 
courteous, and a trifle forbidding to outsiders. I envision Lancelot this 
way, as a man whose grace and self-assurance seem overwhelmingly awe- 
some, distant to all but the few who are close to him. 

Another % trait is that of political astuteness, and Lancelot certainly 
demonstrates this: his position at King Arthur’s Camelot requires not only 
supreme battle skills, but also an excellent understanding of the minds and 
methods of kings. With his © % and a strong \K, he is not only shrewd, 
but also at times outspoken. When King Arthur makes a reconciliation 
between Tristram and his uncle Mark—the antithesis of chivalry personi- 
fied as king of Cornwall—Lancelot gives Arthur a right dressing down: 
Accord, said Sir Lancelot, fie on your accord, for ye shall hear that he 
shall slay Sir Tristram or put him in prison, for he is the most coward 
and the villainest king or knight that is now living.° 

But as many a *, Lancelot has a naiveté, a blindness to the envy of 
others less noble, less generous, less honorable than he. The love of his 


to the medieval tournament is grand prix motorcycle racing, and a boy racer 
could be described with the same words as the ideal medieval knight: chival- 
rous, romantic, and with a strong sense of personal honor, having a need to test 
his courage, a risk taker, with what could be called an adrenaline habit. This o 
position occurs frequently. Though I do not have a large enough sample for 
statistical analysis. 

® Malory p. 320. 
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friends, Sir Bors, Sir Ector, Sir Dinadan’, protects him from himself be- 
times. But alone he falls prey to entrapment, for Sir Lancelot dread no 
perils; for ever a man of worship and of prowess dreadeth least always 
no perils, for they ween every man to be as they be.* He gets sucked in 
by women. 8 or % combinations of my own days, often being prone to 
protect and cherish women who use and abuse, are astonished when their 
friends try to explain that kindness may be misplaced at this time. On one 
of this travels Lancelot takes off his armor and in his shirt climbs a tree to 
retrieve a falcon for a lady, only to find, when he husband arrives bran- 
dishing a sword, that he’s been tricked and is in deep trouble—up a tree 
without a weapon. Again: always generous, Lancelot persuades Guenever 
to take Sir Mador de la Porte back in her good graces after the fateful 
dinner party where Sir Patrise dies by mistake, and when Sir Mador ac- 
cuses the queen of treason, a burnable offense in these days. 

W perceptiveness is some- 
thing with which we’re all famil- 
iar: the way a TI? ) will quietly 
and with no fanfare make an 
observation which completely 
defines the person or situation 
under discussion. Lancelot does 
this frequently. He has a dry, 
laconic humor, except when he 
gets together with Sir Dinadan. Then the humor gets to be your wonderful 
% slapstick, rough, a bit bawdy, lay ‘em in the aisles... From him comes 
the saying, still sometimes in use: Hard it is to take out of the flesh that is 
bred in the bone’, his response when told of yet another betrayal by bad 
King Mark. 

Yet another reason for giving Lancelot a Tl ) is to represent his prim- 
ness toward all other women who desire him. This man inspires adula- 
tion, women are prepared to go to extremes for him, even, as does the fair 
maid of Astolot, to fade away and die for him. But, out taking Guenever 
and Elaine, the most any of them get for their pains is a brief kiss—and 
Lancelot has to rationalize this to himself at some length before bestowing 


7 Sir Dinadan: Forever joking, making light of his lack of courage; eloquently 
declining to fight for love, yet the friend of all lovers; author of The Lay of King 
Mark, a song so barbed and slanderous that the harper who sings it to King 
Mark almost loses his head in consequence; playing a star role in bawdy practi- 
cal jokes where knights get tricked into lady’s gear. I envision Dinadan as 
having his Ascendant as a rising ), leaving it to readers to deduce for them- 
selves the Sign it would have to be. 

8 Malory, p. 562. 

° Malory, p. 287. 
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it. The ) and the & Ascendant are at work when Lancelot, upon hearing 
that his best loved friend Tristram has married the other Isoud'® immedi- 
ately declares himself no longer friend, but sworn enemy. It’s as if the 
passion of his Tl. 2 and £2 o is modified, but in no way less intensified, by 
the ) in TI. 

With the © 4 his Vth house 0”, Lancelot is very much a man’s man. 
His friendships are intense, his loyalty generous. But with Tl ¢ opposing 
his Ascendant, his enemies are equally fierce. In Arthur’s court there are 
many who resent his fame and power, and in the end it is they who bring 
him down. The jealousy and envy and spite of Arthur’s cousin Agravaine 
and the child of his incestuous union, Mordred, destroy the long friendship 
of Arthur and Lancelot. Lancelot, for all his nobility, becomes a pawn in 
Mordred’s game of empire-stealing. The miracle that is Camelot, the so- 
ciety created by King Arthur, and sustained by Lancelot and the knights of 
the Round Table, is shattered by the long love between Guenever and 
Lancelot exposed to the machinations of a bastard son. 

For Lancelot’s nativity to represent a man whose love both created and 
destroyed an empire, it had to be a very powerful chart. P, so prominent in 
the charts of those who rise to great heights and fall to great depths'’ , 
needed to have an appropriate position. Placed with ¥ in the XIIth and 
conjunct the Ascendant while opposed to 2 seemed fitting. The midpoint 
of 2/K to B supports the power of an illicit love to destroy both friends 
and country. Contributing also is the configuration P/Q = 2: “An unusual 
power of attraction with regard to other people, a tragic love-union.”"” 
Both 9/E and d/EP = ASC: “An attractive and fascinating personality 
wielding a great influence upon other people.” “daring and temerity, the 
desire to face danger.” 

It would not be entertaining to recite the midpoints. Of those I think 
clearly descriptive of Sir Lancelot, the following can be referred to by 
those with interest: ©/) = K (& 4); O/e (& dH) = MC; O/H = oS (& F 
& 2 O/P = 4; O/N = MC; oY = ©; and HV/E = D. 

In an age where faith is enmeshed in the fabric of every life, when time 
is expressed in terms of religious observance—at Vespers, during the feast 
of Pentecost—Lancelot’s life is one of great spirituality. He has the ca- 
pacity to heal by laying on of hands. More than once he comes close to 


'° Tsoud la Blanche Mains. 

"’ Gough Whitlam, Prime Minister of Australia, dramatically deposed by Mal- 
colm Fraser and dismissed by Governor-General Sir John Kerr in 1975, has B 
at the Midheaven. 

'2 Rbertin, R. The Combination of Stellar Influences. Germany: Ebertin- 
Verlag. 1969. (affectionately known as COSI) All quoted interpretations of 
midpoint combinations are taken from this source. 
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the Holy Grail, only to be told that his sin prevents his being the most holy 
knight of the world. Through Elaine he sires Galahad, who, with Perceval 
and Bors, does achieve the Grail. Lancelot has visions and dreams 
dreams. His religious aspirations lead him to give up Guenever, for a time 
leading a life of complete celibacy. 

There is a dark side to Lancelot. He frequently goes abroad in disguise. 
His sudden disappearances are so much a normal occurrence that his 
friends take them for granted. While disguised, Lancelot visits vengeance 
on innocents, bashes up his friends, kills with no compunction or con- 
science. He goes mad and in his madness becomes the wild man of the 
forests. 

These are all facets of Neptunian experiences in life. For those who 
have noted that Sir Lancelot’s ) is void-of-course, I include this quote 
from Dr. Millard, at once frustratingly brief and revelatory. She writes: 
“It seems that the planet ¥ is prominent and important in people with a 
void-of-course ).”"* So I have given Lancelot his & ¥ in trine to @ 8, and 
the following midpoints involving ¥ can bear recitation: 


¥/Q = AS experiencing of deceit and untruthfulness from others 

ory yan intense soul-life with great powers of imagination 

oy PB atragic love 

ov/¥ = P the tendency to cause damage to others brutally 

¥/2 = J) strange states of soul experience; supernatural experiences. 
¥/2 = % grievous soul-suffering 


As an evolution of & and 9, consider the “universal order of Christian 
Knights”, “...a trans-national class moved by a single ideal”’*, as the 
manifestation of )K and ¥. Chivalry is a moral system, a fusion of the mar- 
tial and the religious spirits. Its aim is to develop the ideals of honor, 
loyalty, courtesy; to combine courage and strength in knightly prowess; to 
place aggression in the service of spirituality without diminishing the 
power and value of either. 

As chivalry’s ideal, Lancelot demonstrates not only the Neptunian but 
also the Uranian, Promethean in his adventuring. At tournaments he is 
matchless. He rescues not only damsels in distress, but knights betrayed 
by villains, old kings overmatched by force of numbers. He slays dragon, 
giant and fiend. His spear and sword at the service of all those who are 
weak and oppressed, Lancelot becomes a legend in his own time. His 


' Millard M._D., Margaret. Casenotes of a Medical Astrologer. New York: 
Weiser, 1980. p.46. 

"4 Tuchman, Barbara W. A Distant Mirror: the Calamitous 14th Century, New 
York: Penguin edition, 1979. p.64. 
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Uranian midpoint tree begins with the all-inclusive ©/) and uN 
ends with 2/MC—a symbol for the brotherhood of Knights 
of the Round Table. In between: ), % for all women, and the 
old and frail; 4, Q—the noble community; ¥, P—the super- 
natural realm. \K touches all with the pure fire of the un- 
bowed head, the arrogance of the undefeated. 

To complete the portrait of our first lover I thought it 
needed strong indication of a fated life. It is not unusual for 
those with % in 1 to experience fate as a major determinant in their af- 
fairs. Placed as it is, conjunct the cusp of the XIIth, seems to work well. 
The square to the © shows Sir Lancelot’s strength of purpose, his moral 
fortitude. It also links the VIIIth with the XIIth house. The ) configured 
with % brings to mind two things: ©, ), and the ® MC give strong evi- 
dence that a major theme of this life is duty and honor, directed by fate. 
Patience is one of the admirable qualities of )- 
+. This man is truly saintly when it comes to 
Queen Guenever’s awful tantrums. She accuses 
him time and again of being a false traitor- 
knight, recreant and unfaithful. Time and again 
Lancelot reassures her with patience and cour- 
tesy. Until finally, on one fateful day—c* 
20°M/ 28°82 = ¥ ?—he is overcome with sor- 
row by her tirade of abuse and swoons to the 
floor unconscious. At this, Guenever sweeps 
out, leaving him to wake alone and in madness 
to leap from a window into the garden, where 
thorns scratch his face and body as he runs 
blindly toward a forest, and was wild wood as 
ever was a man; and so he ran two year, and 
never man might have grace to know him.!* 

So here is Sir Lancelot, the best knight in the 
world. A man at once shrewd and naive; 
worldly and intensely spiritual; properly con- 
servative and ready for a bawdy joke; his no- 
bleness and courtesy with his beauty and gen- 
tleness'°; visited by visions, miracles and mindless brutality. A man 
whose greatness derives from a truly heroic capacity for love and loyalty 
with friend and family alike. A man whose long love for a queen who is 
another man’s wife exemplifies the chivalric ideal of courtly love. 


cer vO 
wot 


te) 


Me 


'S Malory. p.414. 
'S Malory. p.415. 
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Guenever 


Therefore all ye that be lovers call unto your remembrance the 

month of May, like as did Queen Guenever, for whom I_ make 

here a little mention, that while she lived she was a true lover, 
and therefore had a good end.'” 


E FIRST catch sight of Guenever briefly, King Rience of 
North Wales makes great war upon King Leodegrance of 
Cameliard, and so King Arthur, accompanied by kings Ban 
and Bors, rides to his rescue, slays most of Rience’s army and 
puts him to flight. Then had these three kings great cheer of King Leode- 
grance, that thanked them of their great goodness, that they would re- 
venge him of his enemies; and there had Arthur the first sight of 
Guenever, the king's daughter of Cameliard, and ever after loved her.'® 

So when it comes time that his barons and the wizard Merlin advise 
him to marry, Arthur sends Merlin off to inquire of King Leondegrance if 
he will give permission for Arthur to wed Guenever, this damosel is the 
most valiant and fairest lady that I know living, or yet that ever I could 
find. 19 

So our first impression of Guinever is of an aristocratic young woman 
who immediately makes an impression, who is remembered not only for 
her beauty but her bravery. One imagines Arthur finding her on the ram- 
parts of her father’s castle, prepared to defend it to the death. 

Our second impression is similar. Shortly after her marriage, and the 
founding of the Knights of the Round Table at Camelot, five kings invade 
Arthur’s land and he must needs go overthrow them. Being newly wed he 
asks Guinever to accompany him north to a forest beside Humber. Just as 
they are about to settle in their pavilions at night, the five kings attack. 
Gawaine, Griflet and Kay ride out with Arthur and Guinever, but find the 
river Humber in such flood they are afraid to cross. Arthur asks Guinever 
to choose: abide and risk death at the enemy’s hand, or ride into the flood 
and risk drowning. Guinever has no doubt, she'd rather die in the water 
than be captured by the enemy. This lady is certainly no frail spirit. 

So I began her chart with an T ) and o rising in &, with regal 4 in Q 
A the Xth house )—growing up as a king’s daughter. 

Guenever lives all her adult life divided. She is loyal without reserva- 
tion to Arthur: she shares his vision of a great country at peace and pros- 
pering, protected by the Knights of the Round Table. She is fated to love 


7 Malory. p. 552. 
'8 Malory. p. 23. 
'? Malory. p.54. 
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Lancelot to the end of her days. So I have given her a II ® at the O/) 
midpoint, with the © A and ) * %. Notice that this configuration also em- 
braces 2; and that 4 by virtue of its opposition to the © is similarly in- 
volved—\ * %, and )/4¥=%, 2 & ASC. 

As Arthur’s queen, Guenever keeps a royal house, dispensing largesse 
as is customary for the Second Estate; and in keeping with a 2 4 o the 
IInd house cusp. She throws a good party, and her attention to detail, to 
the tastes of a// her knights is typically Aquarian. When planning a dinner 
party for 24 of them, she notes that Gawaine is particularly fond of fruit 
and lays in a variety for his pleasure. 

Among those at court are “The Queen’s Knights”: formalized by dress 
and custom, this company is devoted to Guenever. It is they who, dressed 
gaily in green, ride out with her on the May morning when she if kid- 
napped by Sir Meliagrance. Despite being dressed for play when con- 
fronted with adversaries in full battle armor, they are all willing to defend 
Guenever to the death, fighting valiantly until their distressed queen, put- 
ting their safety above her own, volunteers to be captive. (But at the same 
time she defies her captor, saying she would rather slit her own throat than 
be dishonored by him.) In the castle of Meliagrance her only thought is for 
the welfare of her knights: she and her ladies attend to the wounded. Her 
regal authority, even in captivity, must be considerable. She sleeps with 
the wounded around her, in case they have need of attention during the 
night. One cannot imagine the love-struck Meliagrance being pleased by 
this arrangement, yet we hear no protest from him. 
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Guenever’s commitment to the collective ideal is very typical of an = 
© OY, with the depth and durability of the fixed quadruplicity.”” In this 
regard Arthur chose his wife well, | imagine Arthur as a © &, the father- 
creator of Camelot, with all the inherent strengths and problems a man has 
when the solar energy is expressed through this sign. Then also, he could 
have a II 9, conjunct Guenever’s 4, and correlating, should his © be 
conjunct her o, with the transits in effect on the three occasions that 
Guenever comes close to being burnt at the stake, 

This fate has to emblazoned across her chart. Perhaps the ancient as- 
trologers would have predicted it. I had to make it a possible fate. Small 
things: a  Midheaven for victimization, the T ) for fiery drama, )-c* in 
mutual reception, the VIIIth-XIIth house emphasis for all their possible 
implications in this regard... The major indication however, would be with 
o& and %, which had to make contact with some uniquely individual 
point(s) in the chart (), MC, ASC). The chart construction shows o’/4 
equal to both the © and the idealistic H Midheaven. This configuration 
also includes the XIth house '—betrayal coming from friends. Happily, 
the next branch of the midpoint tree for Guenever’s © is that of W/P: then 
comes miraculous rescue at the last moment. 

Much of Guenever’s greatness and tragedy 
is expressed through her Xth house T ), with K 
& Q across the IInd-VIIIth axis. These are in- 
terconnected to the MC/ASC at 24°55° 8. As 
well, the ) is both z K and widely (3°) @ Q. The 
lady is very impulsive. She speaks first and 
regrets later. Her life is lived at a level of high 
drama, seemingly trapped in an cmotional 
whirlwind she has unknowingly created and has 
no idea how to control. Impetuous, and fre- 
quently moved to tears: tears of wrath, tears of 
frustration, tender tears. When Arthur and his 
knights leave to make war in Europe, Guenever is so overwhelmed by sor- 
row that her ladies must carry her to her chambers... When accused of 
treason by Sir Mador, Guenever wept so heartily that she fell into a 
swoon...?! She throws Lancelot out, again (this time over his involvement 
with Elaine). Upon sight of his kin, Bors, Ector and Lionel, she weeps like 
a mad woman and swoons to the floor. When Sir Bors revives her, she 


° Those with an © = client or friend in their thirties, and with the square 
from Tl, may have seen—allowing for the difference of sign, and the incoming, 
rather than outgoing square—a similar dynamic. 

7 Malory. p.522. 
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kneeled afore the three knights, and held up both her hands, and be- 
sought them to seek him...” As Lancelot explains to Arthur why he is 
loyal to Guenever, she weeps so tenderly that she can barely stand, over- 
come by his generosity in the face of her great unkindness...7° 

& is the sign most often equated with nurturance: consider also in 
Guenever’s chart the powerful T-square of ©, 4 and PB, with the » © at 
its focal point; then too, the H ¥ @ co. Queen Guenever expresses the mili- 
tant idealism one often finds in Aquarians with a strong o”. She nurtures 
chivalric pride as patriotism would be nurtured by one born with similar 
configurations in our own time." 

Her first ordinance as Queen is to place a quest of ladies on Sir Ga- 
waine. Shortly after, in the confrontation with the five kings referred to 
earlier, Sir Kay volunteers to deal with two of them, while Arthur, Ga- 
waine and Griflet do battle with the remaining three. With victory ob- 
tained, Guenever is the first to praise Kay: ...for ye spake a great word 
and fulfilled it worshipfilly.* When present, Guenever is totally involved 
with the tournaments. At Surluse, when Arthur cannot attend, she com- 
mands Lancelot to make ready a company of knights, and to let the cry for 
the tournament be that Queen Guenever’s knights would joust against all 
comers. Sir Lamorack stars at Surluse, and Guenever is lavish in her 
praise. On the fourth day he is given the prize: But when Sir Lamorack 
was come into the court Queen Guenever took him in her arms and said, 
Sir well have ye done this day.” Even Sir Bors, at times exasperated by 
her treatment of his beloved cousin, defends Guenever as a maintainer of 
good knights; and ever she hath been large and free of her goods to all 
knights, and the most bounteous lady of her gifts and her good grace 
(that 2 4 again) that ever I saw or heard speak of” 

The single most difficult issue for her chart as it stands, is that of ex- 
plaining in astrological terms Guenever’s apparently frail health. She is 
twice absent from major tournaments due to ill health. Although nothing 
definite is said, one gets the impression her ailments are specifically fe- 
male ones. K o° Q may be accountable, as it is sometimes indicative of 
menstrual irregularities, implicated in miscarriage. Arthur sires Mordred 


22 Malory. p.415. 

23 Malory. p.527-528. 

*4 Huizinga, Johan. “The political and military significance of chivalric ideas 
in the late middle ages” in Afen and Ideas. New York, 1959. Huizinga, paricu- 
larly p.205-206, puts forward the idea that pride was the motive of conduct for 
medieval aristocracy; from chivalry and the need for self-respect developed 
patriotism. 

5 Malory. p.72. 

6 Malory. p.345. 

27 Malory. p.524-525. 
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from a brief affair with Queen Margawse; Lancelot sires Galahad during 
one night with Elaine. Yet Guenever has no children” . 

When Galahad first comes to Camelot, Guenever sends for him. It 
must have been one of the most heartbreaking moments in her life to stand 
before the child of her lover and a much younger woman. Yet she carries 
it off with grace and nobility. | think these qualities could be manifest 
when both 2 and *% aspect the )/4 midpoint. Combined with the underly- 
ing 9/Q = \4, and 9/MC = ) & Q, which show Guenever as a woman with 
social graces, the self-confidence of someone with a genuine affection for 
people (though given the §2- involvement in the first of these configura- 
tions, she may not have been quite so comfortable when in the company of 
commoners), and the natural ability to demonstrate that regard. 

No such gracious treatment awaits Elaine though: when Elaine was 
brought unto Queen Guenever either made other good cheer by counte- 
nance, but nothing with hearts.” The claws come out and Guenever be- 
haves like a true bitch, using her royal authority to send Elaine packing: 
Dame Elaine, said the queen, when it is daylight I charge you and com- 
mand you to avoid my court; and for the love ye owe unto Sir Lancelot 
discover not his counsel, for an you do, it will be his death? 

As for the issue of Guenever’s health, though there are some symbols 
for it in the chart, for example, )/¥ to », 2/K to ¥, it remains a little unsat- 
isfying for me. The XIIth house placement of o& will have to suffice: 
where sometimes it represents the spirit too strong for the body, and the 
will to act far greater than physical ability allows. 

That said, I hope the chart created for her reflects this complex and 
high-spirited woman, born to rule, born with the idealism and the drive to 
realize those ideals. Guenever’s Q at the midpoint 4/4 gives a strong 
sense of social justice, and the )’s involvement here makes it a personal 
initiative; qualities well suited to working with King Arthur to build the 
political and social miracle that is Camelot. (Possibly his ¥ is conjunct her 
Ascendant, if we allow the © & supposition.) Her lifelong loyalty to Ar- 
thur is no sham: a fire sign ) is happiest with a partner who shares a po- 
litical, social or religious cause. But the divided fate of many with % in I 
is settled on the day she meets Sir Lancelot. 

This meeting takes place when Sir Lancelot is to be knighted by King 
Arthur. He experiences a # brain-fade and loses his sword. She, sensitive 


8 That neither of our heroines have children may be due to literary convention. 
Medieval art and literature is striking for the comparative absence of interest in 
children. Apart from the Virgin Mary, women appear rarely as mothers. See 
Tuchman, p.49. 

?? Malory. p.413. 

3° Malory. p.414. 
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to the shame of a knight not only losing his sword, but then having it pub- 
licly returned, stashes the sword in her train and covertly contrives to hand 
it to him in time for the ceremony. There is something endearingly child- 
like about this meeting. I think it is one of the enduring paradoxes of the 
fire signs that they combine both irreverence and respect for the important 
social conventions of their time. I imagine Guenever with a smile that 
conveys complete understanding of the humor and terror for a proud 
Sagittarian about to join the elect company of knighthood, putting hand to 
scabbard, and finding it empty. Lancelot says to Arthur that J promised 
her at that day to be her knight in right outher in wrong?! and he will 
keep that promise, for “Loyalty, meaning the pledged word, was chivalry’s 
fulcrum.’ 

So begins their long love. That it is so enduring says much about 
Guenever. This lady inspires devotion as well as lust—and for the long 
term. Perhaps @ as her VIIth cusp and @ sign has something to do with it. 
Perhaps, as Malory says, love was not then what it is now, and when a 
man and a woman genuinely loved one another, it was a love for all time. 
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A Royal Rebellion 


SHELAGH KENDAL 


OW THAT THE 

SAGA of a princess 

defying the British royal 

family is virtually over 
it is enlightening to see how the 
birthchart of the Princess of Wales 
opposes the 1801 chart for the 
United Kingdom, The marriage 
between the country and Diana was 
never going to be an easy one with 
their O's, 4's and B's in opposition 
and the UK *% conjunct Di’s \{ and 
opposing her ); and its & opposing 
her ¥. Also, both charts have a 
yod, an aspect of destiny known as 
the Finger of God, linked through 
their B's. 

A yod is a difficult pattern. 
Planets in sextile are connected to a 
planet, or planets, in a quincunx 
aspect (150°) to both of them. 
It is a challenge that has to be 
faced sooner or later as the en- 
ergies involved need to adjust to 
each other. When its apex or 
the two arms of the sextile are 
activated by transits or pro- 
gression tension can build to a 
crisis. 

The royal family could per- 
sonify the United Kingdom’s 
yod, with its apex of B, symbol- 
izing use of power, and & in 22. 
Princess Di was an obvious 
trigger to expose its tensions. 
Di’s yod was activated in 1978 


when » transited her natal co & PB. 
By 1994 transit 4 had come 
around half circle to oppose Di’s &* 
o PB and transit the UK’s BP. A 
power struggle was inevitable. 

A yod in any chart suggests there is 
an important lesson to be learned 
about discrimination and aware- 
ness of one’s impact on others and 
since the focus of Di’s yod is a 
conjunction of 4 and %, rulers of 
her Ascendant and Ist house, the 
tension is between personality, so- 
cial responsibilities and the obses- 
sions of B. Difficult though a yod 
is, it does have potential. Quin- 
cunxes irritate each other until 
some adjustment is made, then op- 
portunities that were otherwise 
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Figure 1: 


Princess Diana 


7:45 PM BST, July Ist 1961. 
Sandringham, England: 53N31 0E31. 
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locked away in the unconscious 
can be brought to the surface. 

In the 1994 battle of their P’s, 
Di was unlikely to win against the 
royal family when her own misuse 
of power was revealed. The prin- 
cess had ‘burned her boats’ and 
past mistakes were about to catch 
up with her when the palace started 
to tell the real story about her pri- 
vate behavior. From 1996, as 
transiting { opposed the UK’s 4 
and trined its \K, some kind of 
resolution became possible, but not 
before radical changes in mutual 
cooperation took place. 

Princess Di’s entire chart con- 
sists of two distinct patterns, a yod 
and a T-square, the one planet 
outside those patterns being ¥. At 
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her birth six of her planets were 
grouped together to form the yod 
with its apex of 4 and 4, with 6, 
the © and § as the energies in 
sextile. Diana had grown up as a 
spoiled and unhappy child. Her G 
© had never found the nourishment 
it required to shine and a fear of 
rejection mixed with a selfish wish 
to do everything her way had al- 
ready manifested as gorging and 
vomiting, the symptoms of bulimia 
and anorexia. Her dark side 
showed up in her childhood. She 
has been described as emotionally 
unbalanced () o® K and O Q), and 
having a vicious temper (o&’ o PB) 
long before she appeared on the 
public scene. Violent tantrums 
early in life came from an = ), & 


‘“{; she was unwilling to submit 
easily to the traditional rules de- 
manded by a harsh #@ %. The free- 
dom her ) and \€ wanted was 
blocked by an insatiable 2 in & 
forming a habit of wanting her own 
way, rejecting what she got then 
wanting more, and the lack of 
emotional support fed an inner rage 
through her o& ¢ B. So when the 
lessons of her yod began she was 
confused, angry and selfish. And 
still very young. 

Diana had a lot of negativity to 
overcome and the unhappiness of 
her parents’ divorce when she was 
only seven years old did not help. 
That was in 1968, the year her 
progressed ¥ went stationary direct 
and transiting % reached her IC, as 
it will do again in 1998. 

An obvious beginning for Prin- 
cess Di’s lesson came in 1978, 
soon after she met Prince Charles. 
Then »% was transiting her o ¢ P, 
the powerful arm of her yod fueling 
her ambition. She played the role 
of a sweet young thing anxious to 
please, pretending to enjoy the ru- 
ral life Charles loved. By the time 
she was engaged to Prince Charles 
in 1981, B had reached her Mid- 
heaven, providing an infusion of 
power that would intensify her un- 
solved emotional problems and 
eventually bring her failings as a 
partner (= Midheaven) out in the 
open. But that would take another 
decade. 

At the time of her marriage 
progressed ¥ was on her ©, giving 
her a new identity and new re- 
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sponsibilities as % transited her 
MC. This was a clear invitation to 
balance the power of B with the 
discipline of , exactly what her 
natal yod was ready to teach. But, 
with her progressed ) on ¥, she 
was not realistic about her new 
role. Many people tried to help her 
but with the impatience of her ) & 
XK she would not listen. 

Her yod combines the social 
demands of 4 ¢ 4 with the need to 
adjust the personal power of oo B 
on one side, to the emotional needs 
of a & © and § on the other. Un- 
fortunately, she had achieved her 
goal of being a princess before she 
Was mature cnough to handle it. 

However much public acclaim 
she received did not fill the emo- 
tional void left over from child- 
hood. As her longing for closeness 
was not being met she remained 
dissatisfied and used the destruc- 
tive force of her o& o PB anger 
against her husband. 

The birth of a son could have 
satisfied the © influence of her 
yod. And being such a public fig- 
ure was an appropriate outlet for 
her o oe PB energy, but the 
wounds of childhood still festered. 
Transiting % on her ¥ was no help 
in accepting the reality of the 
situation. 

When her progressed © moved 
into §2 in 1983, and her progressed 
) opposed o* and P, her self- 
centered demands increased. She 
craved center stage while she raged 
around in her underworld and 
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Figure 2: 


spilled her unhappiness onto the 
royal family. 

Soon after the birth of her sec- 
ond son in 1984, transiting « came 
to her Ascendant, adding even 
more restlessness, increasing her 
internal pressures and her tantrums 
became excessive. When PB 
reached her ¥ in 1986 the scene 
was set for an exposé of her illu- 
sions. This was the year her 
dreams really fell apart. But B 
takes its time and Di was still not 
willing to sce the reality behind the 
fantasy she had woven about her- 
self. 

Anew cycle started for her with 
transiting * on her Ascendant in 
1987, an ideal time for her to dis- 
cipline her personality and start 


United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland 
0:0 AM GMT, January Ist, 1801. 
Westminster, London: 51N29’54’ 0W07°30° 


afresh, But she was full of self- 
pity and blamed other people for 
her distress. When her ego refused 
to be satisfied she began to destroy 
the royal mystique she had worked 
so hard to be accepted into. 

The confusion hung on with 
transiting ¥ opposing her natal © 
in 1988, but the next year should 
have sounded an alarm. A solar 
eclipse on her P was a warning of a 
future loss of power unless her un- 
conscious violence was recognized 
as self-destructive. This was fol- 
lowed by a lunar eclipse on her ), 
opposing her )X, revealing her dis- 
ruptive behavior for all to see. Di 
refused B’s demand to let go, and 
the eccentric habits of her ) could 
not come to terms with her Uranian 


impulsiveness. The rift between 
the royal couple widened. 

Into the 90’s things got worse. 
She was about to experience yet 
another planetary warning when 
transiting *% returned to its natal 
position in 1991. Any % return is a 
test of maturity, an opportunity to 
accept the necessity of discipline 
and responsibility. With 4’s as- 
pect to P in the yod, it was obvious 
that her use of power required 
some critical adjustment before a 
new chapter could start. Instead 
Di used her power 
subversively in a 
poor-me plea, feed- 
ing a journalist a 
pack of lies about 
her marriage. 
When his book 
came out in 1992 a 
solar eclipse was 
about to overtake 
Di’s ©. For anyone 
an eclipse on the © 
produces a definite 
fork in the road. 
Perhaps not realiz- 
ing she had gone too far this time, 
she may have been surprised that 
the book aroused powerful retalia- 
tion against her from sources that 
had, up until then, been attempting 
to help her. Her B had undermined 
her ambitious % instead of working 
with it to carve out a position of 
respect for herself. 

If she had played her hand dif- 
ferently back in 1985, when )K was 
on her Ascendant and transiting 4 
on her 4, perhaps she could have 


Considerations XI:3 


shaped her public life to give her- 
self a new kind of freedom that 
included the social responsibility of 
these two planets as well as the 
power of P. But first she had to 
accept that privilege had its limita- 
tions. 

The many assets she was born 
with are held hostage to the scars 
of her upbringing. Although sur- 
rounded by wealth, she was not 
disciplined in ways that made her 
feel secure. A bit of ‘tough love’ 
in her childhood could have chan- 


neled her energies 
into the genuine 
desire of her TT 


planets to be help- 
ful, and released the 
sensitivity of a ¥ in 
M. Once she ac- 
knowledges the de- 
structive nature of 
her rage, her softer, 
compassionate self 
(shown by ¥ 4 ©) 
could bloom and 
she could release 
the spiritual side of 
her character. 


% in @ can become tyrannical 
in its desire to be associated with 
the rich and powerful, sometimes 
willing to go to any lengths to get 
what it wants. In Di’s case, »’s 
need for adjustment with B made 
her % return in 1991 a vital test. 4 
has frustrated her wish to exercise 
power in the guise of service (PB in 
TM) while her emotional ¥ has 
worked as confusion rather than 
deep caring. The self-indulgent 
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in 8 blocks her road to gaining 
confidence for her individuality, 
and her binge-and-purge eating 
patterns are sure signs of her dis- 
satisfaction with herself. She 
“wants it all’ but goes after what 
she wants so erratically that she 
leaves a path strewn with destruc- 
tion behind her. 

The timetable of her chart sug- 
gests that in 1980, if she had used 
her progressions positively—¥? at 
the MC, © & %, and ¥ « O—her 
new identity could have blossomed 
and an inner confidence could have 
matched the public image of a 
beautiful, popular and powerful 
woman. Then, in 1991-92, *’s 
rewards would have been due. 

After 1995 the scene was due to 
change with the UK’s progressed ) 
(public opinion) in TY moving away 
from Diana’s P, reducing her 
power. Then during 1996 transit- 
ing )K opposed the UK’s 4 and 
trined its JK, suggesting that the 
royals would be making changes 
themselves, at least until ¥ comes 
opposite UK’s ¥ in 1998, when the 
royal family may take on rather 
different roles. 

It is long past Diana’s time to 
grow up and with her progressed 
Ascendant coming up to natal , 
this is the time to do it. Also tran- 
siting B is square her o% and transit- 
ing  conjunct her 4. She would 
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enjoy her x Ascendant more is she 
could revamp her ego (*), redirect 
her anger (o*) and scttle for more 
freedom (4 in =*) and less lime- 
light. 

She may take another year or 
two to sort out her life but there is 
promise of happiness ahead when 
she stops being sorry for herself. 
This year, 1997, transiting ¥ 
moves to 4, perhaps dissolving the 
present structure of her life; and B 
will be squaring its natal position, 
cleaning out the old patterns and 
offering opportunitics for new 
growth. Next year, 1998, * 
reaches the bottom of her chart and 
her progressed ) crosses her natal 
©, two indications of turning 
points. When P reaches her As- 
cendant in 2002 she will be having 
a mid-life crisis—X opposing it- 
self—and if she can stop wanting 
her own way all the time, the heal- 
ing can begin. With 4 conjunct her 
© at the same time, she could be 
ready to start again with a different 
approach, even a different per- 
sonality, and use her considerable 
potential with caring and compas- 
sion. 


The Origins of the Aspects 
MAURICE McCANN & NICK EVANS 


HE MOST PLAUSIBLE and credible answer to the debate 

surrounding the origins of the aspects was explained to me 

by a mathematician friend of mine, Nick Evans, only a few 

weeks ago, in the middle of September 1996. Far from di- 

viding the circle by certain numbers as is believed today, it 
would appear that the ancients originally measured the apparent distances 
between planets by using simple triangular trigonometry. In my opinion 
this is the most logical explanation to date. It is well known that astrology 
developed by way of looking at the planetary movements in the night sky. 
The early astrologers would have looked at the planets and through time 
noted the various conjunctions which were easily observable to the eye. 
Eventually they would have realized the significance of calculating other 
important "distances" between two or more planets. Quite simply, Nick is 
saying that the aspects may have been first discovered when astrologers in 
the distant past decided to measure the apparent distances between planets 
in the night sky. His explanation was reasoned as follows: 

"It so happens that if a triangle were drawn such that two of its sides 
are the same length, possibly the length of a man's arm, and those sides 
contained between them an angle of 60°, the length of the third side would 
be the same as the originals. An cquilateral triangle would be formed with 
its associated 60° angle. 

Using the same two initial arm lengths an angle of 90° between them 


produces a third side which is the V2 times the arm length. Similarly 
120° will form a side the length of which is the V3 times the arm length. 


Finally the 180° angle will produce a side of length 2 arms, the V4. This 
means that the relative distance apart of two planets which are in an as- 
pect of, say, a trine is simply V3 times the man's outstretched arm length. 
Yardsticks can be created based upon the length of an arm, or any 
other suitable length, and these can then act as an effective means of rec- 
ognizing any aspect in the sky. The construction of the square roots of 2, 
3, and 4 by geometrical means can be done using a picce of string of 
length two units. The chosen unit is immaterial because the triangles 
constructed will maintain their inherent ratios in all cases. To make yard 
sticks of the required lengths an iterative process is involved which means 
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that the yardstick of the first construction is used as the basis for the sec- 
ond construction and so forth. 

The fact that the square roots of 2 and 3 are irrational means that they 
cannot be written as fractions. In decimal form they are awkward num- 
bers requiring the use of an infinite number of decimal places. This means 
the most elegant and effective method of obtaining them is geometric con- 
struction. The accuracy of the results are solely dependent upon the accu- 
racy of the construction itself. To construct the correct lengths some 
knowledge of triangular geometry is necessary. In fact the theory required 
is known as Pythagoras' Theorem and involves the use of squares and 
square roots. The construction of the square roots of all integers is sim- 
ple. Begin with the string of length 2 units arranged into a right angle. 


v2 


1 


The length of the diagonal side will be the square root of 2. This di- 
agonal will be used to construct the next square root by employing a 
similar method. 


V3 


v2 


The length of the diagonal side will be the square root of 3. This di- 
agonal can be used in conjunction with another triangle to construct the 
square root of 4. If the initial choice of unit is the length of a man's arm 
yardsticks can be constructed to pin-point the classical astrological as- 
pects of a sextile, square, trine and opposition. The yardstick need only 
be held between the finger tips with outstretched arms to check for the 
chosen aspect between two planets". 

It is generally believed that there were originally whole sign aspects. 
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The ancient Greeks were said to use them. The idea was that planets 
could only form sextiles, squares, trines and an opposition to other planets 
if they were in the appropriate signs. For instance a planet in T could 
only sextile planets in =~ or I, or square planets in @ or §3, or trine plan- 
ets in % or 2 and form oppositions to planets in = and so on around all 
the signs. The belief was that planets could not aspect other planets "out 
of sign". 

By using the yardsticks the problem of the signs of the zodiac would 
not arise since the observer would only be interested in whether the two 
planets could be measured by the square roots of 1, 2, 3 or 4. There is no 
logical reason why anyone using this form of measurement should con- 
sider signs of the zodiac. If one planet was at 29° T and the other was at 
1° £2 they were within the square root of 2 as far as the observer using the 
appropriate yardstick was concerned. They would be using the same de- 
gree of accuracy that was used to measure the time of day by inserting a 
stick into the ground. 

It is also worth noting that since the conjunction was not an aspect the 
problem of whole sign aspects would not apply when one planet at 29° T 
applied to another at 1° 8. 

Furthermore, it could be argued that the orbs of the planets were dis- 
covered by using these simple yardsticks. It is very possible that observ- 
ers noticed that planets need not necessarily apply by the exact aspect in 
order for the energies of the two planets to manifest. It is also possible 
that through time they refined these differences and in doing so eventually 
measured the moiety of the orbs of the planets. It has been suggested by 
Mary Dowton that the yardsticks could have been longer than the square 
roots of 1, 2, 3 or 4 in order to accommodate the moicty of the orbs of the 
planets. The square roots themselves could have been clearly marked but 
at both ends of the yardsticks, or even along the full length of the yard- 
stick or that matter, small notches could have been cut out, cach one 
crudely representing a degree. 

A number of theories have been put forward at various times as to the 
origins of the aspects. Probably the most famous was by Ptolemy who 
wrote that the aspects were made up of right angles and whole signs. He 
was obviously referring to whole sign aspects. 

"These are the ones which are in opposition, enclosing two right an- 
gles, six signs, and 180 degrees; those which are in trine, enclosing one 
and one-third right angles, four signs, and 120 degrees; those which are 
said to be in quartile, enclosing one right angle, three signs, and 90 de- 
grees, and finally those that occupy the sextile position, enclosing two- 
thirds of a right angle, two signs, and 60 degrees." 

"The explanation of opposition is immediately obvious, because it 
causes the signs to meet on one straight line. But if we take the two frac- 
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tions and the two superparticulars most important in music, and if the 
fractions one-half and one-third be applied to opposition, composed of two 
right angles, the half makes the quartile and the third the sextile and 
trine."! 

Ibn-Ezra wrote that "The principal judgments are [made by] the as- 
pects. Ya'akov Al-Kindi says that since there are 12 signs, they divide by 
2 and that is the opposition, and by 3 and 4 and 6, but not by other num- 
bers. Scholars of measurements say that the circle divides only by these 
aspects. Every circle can be divided by a diagonal from one end to the 
other, and because every circle has two diagonals it divides into 4 equal 
sections, each at the end of a diagonal, and these are called poles, as I 
shall explain, and this is a quartile aspect.” 

The circle also divides into 3 equal sections; for if you mark the point 
of 3/4 of the diagonal and mark the arc of the circle from both ends [of the 
perpendicular line to that point] the circle is divided into 3 equal sections 
that form an equilateral triangle inside the circle, and this is the trine as- 
pect. When you mark a point at 1/4 of that diagonal and repeat the proc- 
ess an equilateral triangle is formed there [too], and each line as half the 
diagonal; this is 1/6 of the circle and is called the sextile aspect."? 

Modern astrology books seem to suggest that there were three methods 
used for creating the major and minor aspects. The first was simply to 
divide the circle by a serics of numbers. The second by adding, or build- 
ing one aspect on top of another and the third by dividing or multiplying 
one aspect into smaller or larger parts. 

As already stated it was originally thought that the aspects were cre- 
ated by dividing the circle by the numbers 2, 3, 4 & 6. Later the question 
arose as to why only these numbers. It was Kepler in the 17th century 
who decided that the circle could be further divided by 5 and proceeded to 
create the quintile family of aspects. It has also been argued that the cir- 
cle can be further divided by the numbers 7 producing the septile group of 
aspects, 8 a semi-squarc, 9 a novile, 10 a decile and 12 the semi-sextile. 
Theoretically this can carry on ad infinitum. 

Other astrologers believed that by adding one aspect to another the 
sesquiquadrate, a square plus a semi-square, and the quincunx, a square 
plus a sextile, could be created. Some thought that the quincunx was 


' Ptolemy, Claudius. Tetrabiblos. Translated by F. E. Robbins. Published by 
The Loeb Classical Library. (1980). Part 1. 13. 

2 Tbn-Ezra, Avraham. The Book of Reasons. Translated by Meira B. Epstein. 
Published by Project Hindsight. (1994) pp. 29 - 30. Note: It is not good to use 
the word diagonal in this case, diameter would be more correct. Also the circle 
may be divided in half by an infinite number of diameters, not just two. See 
Rob Hand's notes 8, 9, 10 & 11 on page 30. 

3 ibid. p.30. 
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made up of five semi-sextiles, or that it was the inversion of the semi- 
sextile. If true, then the question could arise as to why not a semi- 
sesquiquadrate of 67.5° or a semi-quincunx of 75° ? 

A further complication is mentioned by William Lilly in his book 
Christian Astrology. He referred to 4 in & square the Ascendant degree 
in being equal to a trine because they were in signs of long ascension." 
If he had measured the distance between 4 and the eastern horizon by us- 
ing triangular geometry he would have found that 4 was still within the 
moiety of orbs of a square to the Ascendant and not in trine to it. 

In his analysis of one horoscope he says that "The Moon in the next 
place translating the influence of Mars who hath dignities in the seventh, 
to Saturn, having vertue in the ascendant though by a square aspect (yet 
out of signs of long ascension) did much facilitate the matter." He was 
implying that the square was somehow equal to a trine.° 

At this point I would like to suggest a theory as to the origins of the 
aspect symbols. I believe that those symbols that are used for the aspects 
were intended to depict the distances between planets in the sky and not 
the division of the circle by numbers which would create angles as seen 
here on earth. In my opinion the aspect symbols are telling us to measure 
distances and not to divide the circle by numbers. 


oO The symbol for the conjunction is a small circle with a short line 
rising above it. This line is the radius of the circle which points to 
a position in the sky represented by the small circle. The conjunc- 
tion is not a measurement but a location or place in the heavens. 
This was one reason why it was never considered to be an aspect. 
Another reason was because of the origins of the word aspect 
meaning "looking or fronting in a given direction" which comes 
from the Latin aspectus.® 


o& The opposition is portrayed by a line connecting two small circles. 
The line depicts the diameter of the circle and the two small circles 
represent two planets at their greatest distance from each other. 


4 Lilly, William. Christian Astrology. Reprinted by Regulus Publishing Co. 
Ltd. (1985) London. p.181. 4 was at 17°31’ & and the Ascendant at 14°13°=. 
> ibid. p.220. The planetary positions were the ) at 19°38” Tl, o at 11°06’ a 
and % & at 21°25’ ¥. 

® The Concise Oxford Dictionary. Ed. by H. W. Fowler and F. G. Fowler. 
Oxford University Press. Sixth edition. (1977). 
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A The equilateral triangle which we use as shorthand for the trine 
aspect shows the measurement between three planets at equal dis- 
tances from each other in the sky. The small circles which are a 
vital component in the conjunction and opposition were no longer 
necessary to illustrate plancts and, I would suggest, were discarded 
in this aspect as well as in the sextile and square. 


OO The symbol for the square shows four lines measuring the distance 
of four planets placed at the point where cach pair of lines mect. 


€ If we continue this line of reasoning then the symbol for the sextile 
should rightly be a hexagon, in other words six lines measuring the 
distance between six planets at the points where cach pair of lines 
meet. I would propose that because this symbol was awkward to 
draw it became distorted and evolved into the symbol that we use 
today, three lines intersecting in the middle looking almost like a 


star, *. 


To my mind, Nick 's persuasive theory that the origins of the aspects 
are to be found in triangular geometry and Pythagoras' Theorem is cer- 
tainly the most convincing to date and is worthy of very scrious study by 
the astrological community. 


Let’s Consider 


Lois Rodden has drawn our attention bourne and Christopher, 1969, that 


to improved data for two of the charts 
included in Prier Wintle’s Zhe Lesser 
Benefic in Volume XI:3. These are 
those of Harry Houdini (shown on 
page 35) and John Maynard Keynes 
(mentioned in the footnote on p. 34). 


Lois writes: 

For Harry Houdini, Wintle quotes 
Astro-Data I: The American Book, 
which is one of the cases we are 
thankful to have corrected to an accu- 
rate category. In July 1995, Bill 
Schaffer sent a copy of a page from 
Houdini: The Untold Story, Mil- 
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reads. “The birth is recorded in pre- 
cise detail in the 1872-74 volume of 
the Pesti Izraclita Hitkozseg register. 
The child was Eric Weisz. the legiti- 
mate male child of Samuel and Cae- 
cilia (Steiner), born in the house of 
his parents at Rakos ArokGasscs #1, 
on March 24. 1874’. (It even gives 
the name of the midwife, the god- 
mother and the rabbi who performed 
the circumcision.) March 24 OS is 
April 5, 1874 NS. the place is Buda- 
pest, Hungary. Alan Leo wrote in 
Afodern Astrology, October 1904, 


‘He (Houdini) sent us his time of 
birth of 4:00 AM.’ 

Wintle gives the data of John 
Maynard Keynes as June 5, 1883, 
2:12 AM, Cambridge with no source. 
Arthur Blackwell quoted the biogra- 
phy of Robert Skidelsky, Vol. 1, p.24, 
1983, ‘from family records,’ the same 
date and place, 9:45 AM GMT. 

—Yucaipa, California 


Ruby K. Igo writes : 

Thank you for the article on Ter- 
tiary Progressions (in XI: 4) and for 
the step by step instructions. Dr. 
Nicholls’ explanation made it so easy, 
even I could do them. 

—Vashon, Washington 


Margaret Millard MD writes: 

Considerations XII:1 arrived to- 
day—another great issue. Jack 
Nicholls is as productive as ever. I’ve 
done some work on Clinton’s chart, 
using Cyril Fagan’s method of pro- 
gressing the sidereal return, and I am 
certain that 3:34 a.m. is the correct 
time, which Jack confirms. 

Clinton’s precessed solar return 
before the last election had the natal 
© o IC, and solar ) ¢ natal IC of the 
3:34 a.m. natal chart, while the 8:51 
a.m. time gave no significant con- 
tacts. The 3:34 a.m. time had solar B 
close to the IC when the return is 
progressed by Fagan’s method to No- 
vember 5, 1996—and the 8:51 a.m. 
chart had no such close contacts. 

John Wilner had the longitude 
wrong for Clinton’s birth in his arti- 
cle in Considerations X1:4. Instead 
of 93W35 he had 91W35. 

And in Considerations XI1:1, in 
his response to my letter in the previ- 
ous issue concerning K. N. Rao’s 
tules for childbirth, Nick Sutherland 
had the date of the father (correctly 
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March 29, 1916 at 6:34 p.m. EST in 
NYC) as May 29—so0 the sidereal © 
was not in # but in H at his birth, 
and the ASC is sidereal TI not 22! 
Even on May 29 the © is not in side- 
real =. —Gloucester, England 


Fritz H. Guldner writes: 

I have been studying the Life Span 
Revolution using Jack Nicholls’ 
graphical procedure (Considerations 
Vol. VIII, No. 1) and I think that 
there is a big problem. If one uses the 
minimum and maximum rates such 
that the true LSRey rate is roughly in 
the middle (as Jack did it for King 
George) the averages from the sec- 
tions of angle lines (as well as prog. 
© versus natal plancts) turn out to be 
close to the correct value. However, 
when one uses maximum or mini- 
mum rates such that the true LSReyv 
rate is close to one of them, i.c., far 
from the middle of the graph, the 
averages from MC, ASC and prog. © 
tend to be closer to the middle, i.e. 
away from the real LSRev rate, which 
results in considerable mistakes re- 
garding life expectancy. 

Example: I practiced on J. F. Ken- 
nedy’s graph, at first using a mini- 
mum and maximum LSRevy rate of 
6.2 and 8.2. respectively, with the 
true rate of 7.75 close to the maxi- 
mum rate. The averages from angle 
and SO sections through planetary 
lines were somewhere between 7.2 
and 7.5. When I constructed the 
graph such that Kennedy’s true 
LSRey rate was close to the minimum 
rate, the averages were on the oppo- 
site side, i.e. way above 8.0. Finally, 
when the graph was constructed such 
that the real LSRey rate was in the 
middle, the averages were close to the 
correct value! 
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By the way, I used of course only 
relevant planets, such as Karakas, 
Lords of the appropriate Houses, 
planets connected with them by as- 
pects, and planets within the appro- 
priate Houses. I am comparing the 
performance of relevant planets of the 
Western and Hindu systems, but can- 
not conclude anything yet on the basis 
of one case. 

I wonder whether somebody has 
looked into this already? It is a bit of 
a pity, as the graphic procedure would 
have made it all much easier. How- 
ever, I now believe that one still has 
to use Ross Harvey’s original method 
for determining the true LSRev rate. 

—Durban, South Africa. 


Jack Nicholls responds: 

It is comforting to know that at 
least someone out there is reading my 
articles. The problem Professor Guld- 
ner raised relates to non-linearity in 
the MC and ASC lines (forward and 
converse) drawn for a particular in- 
terval in respect of an event. I men- 
tioned this briefly in the right-hand 
column on page 60 of the article. 

To reply specifically to his work 
with J. F. Kennedy’s chart I con- 
structed a graph with lines for the 
conjunctions and oppositions of his 
natal planets. The positions of the 
MC and ASC (both forward and con- 
verse) for 10 major events in his life 
were calculated for rates of 6.0, 7.0, 
8.0 and 9.0°/yr. in the same way as 
those recorded in Fig. 2 of the article 
for George V. Intercepts for planets 
appropriate to an event were recorded 
using three intervals, viz. 6.0-9.0, 
6.0-8.0 and 7.0-9.0°/yr. to approxi- 
mately reflect Fritz’s own work. The 
results were averaged and gave me- 
dian rates for these intervals of 7.64, 
7.61 and 7.63°/yr . The maximum 
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difference is about 0.5%. The results 
are based on 5 events yielding 26 
intercepts as I considered that this 
was enough to establish the point. It 
is not possible to predict which lines 
will be non-linear and by how much, 
although MC lines generally are more 
linear than ASC’s. 

You will observe this, Fritz, if you 
construct MC and ASC lines for a 
particular event using the interval 
6.0-9.0°/yr., and then note the posi- 
tions of the rates at 7.0 and 8.0°/yr. 
They will sometimes lic on the line or 
otherwise be above or below. 

Fritz, you have deviated from the 
procedure set out in my article, which 
may be a further cause for the differ- 
ence between our two sets of results. I 
used only MC and ASC lines 
(forward and converse) and recorded 
intercepts on these from planets 
which were deemed appropriate to the 
event. Such planets are the same as 
Ross Harvey described in his expla- 
nation of the LSRev technique. You 
have added Karakas, Lords of the 
Houses. planets by aspect, and planets 
within the appropriate Houses. You 
do not mention whether you used 
converse lines. All these factors may 
be causes for you unhappiness with 
my graphical method. 

—Camberwell, Victoria, Australia 


David L. Dozier writes with an ex- 
ample of “the fun one can have astro- 
logically with a timed event.” 

Mail took 8 days to go 5 miles 
In “Letters to the Editor” of the San 
Antonio, Texas xpress News, M. L. 
Elder’s letter dated October 10, 1991 
reads: 

“On Sept. 13, 1991 at 4:00 p.m. I 
handed my house payment to a postal 
clerk at the Hucbner Road substation. 
I was assured it would go out that 


evening. The mortgage company is 
five miles away, and payment was 
due September 17. 

The mortgage company reported it 
received the payment Sept. 21. 

I should do as a friend of mine 
does and drive it over. Why should I 
pay more postage? (M. L. Elder)” 

Jim Maynard’s Celestial Influ- 
ences calendar refers (in part) to the 
Moon Void of Course: “During 
Moon Void of Course actions pro- 
duce unexpected results. Contracts, 
promises or new laws bring on diffi- 
culties, routines involving no deci- 
sions will usually go well, but often 
require corrections later. Delays and 
frustrations are common.” (There is 
more, but one gets the idea.) 

The accompanying snail-mail chart 
shows the ) in 27°49’ Tl. Because it 
aspects no other planet before leaving 
the Sign it is identified as “Void of 
Course”. Some individuals will deem 
this one item adequate to explain Mr. 
Elder’s complaint. However, a look at 
the chart shows that », the planet of 
delays, is placed in the important Ist 
House. Additionally, the Sign of 4, 
tuled by the planet , is on the As- 
cendant. —San Antonio, Texas 


Might ¥, smack on the rising degree, 
perhaps share some blame?—Editor 


Grushenka Vicari writes: 

Thank you a million times for Vol. 

XII #2—excellent. Best article on 

Chakras. Enlightenment from Con- 

siderations! Awesome mandalas too. 
—New York, NY 
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Jack Nicholls writes: 

Recently SolarFire was updated to 
Version 4,04 with a revised manual. 
The Clay Reed tertiaries (sce article 
in Considerations X1:4) are included, 
both forward and converse, and this is 
the first time that these true tertiaries 
have been available on a computer 
program. I took the opportunity to 
confirm that although the converse 
progressions may add some new data 
it is not worthwhile generating them 
as the forward versions give so much 
information. 

SolarFire now calculates individ- 
ual progressions of Solar Return 
charts producing an uninterrupted 
progression of the angles from birth 
throughout the life. These are based 
on the variable time interval between 
any given Solar Return to the suc- 
ceeding return hence daily angles. 
Planetary positions are determined by 
the secondary progression rate of one 
day’s motion equals the time interval 
between given Solar Returns. 

—Victoria, Australia 


+ 
On 


Uranus Retrograde 


T. STAN RIDDLE D.p. 


The following is a listing of keywords and core concepts of the ) archetype: 


Freedom 
Unique 
Revolutionary 
Shattering 
Truthful 
Eccentric 
Open 
Different 
Extreme 
Frank 

Blunt, candid 
Aloof, cool 
Objective 
Creative 
Enlightened 
Impeccable 
Alchemist 


REPRESENTS the capacity to be completely decisive, completely 
committed and without any hesitation about a course of action. An 
adept in joining and parting in relationships (solve et coagula), 1K 
is an alchemist in relationships through the equilibrium with which 
he coolly detaches himself from the emotional residue of those relation- 
ships that no longer serve him. This change occurs with complete objec- 
tivity, certainty and scientific precision. \K is certain about the knowledge 


Fearless 

Willful 

Shocking, 
Unconventional 
Free spirited 
Intensely individual 
Disordered 

Odd, weird, bizarre 
Uncontained 
Genius 

Anarchist 
Knowing 
Humanitarian 
Special 

Illuminated 

Turned on 
Magician 


he uses in running his life. 


XK is revealed as shocking abruptness, acting with total fearlessness 
upon absolutely clear knowledge of the energetics of involvement with 
another. \{ is the experience of being informed with the power of one’s 
group. of possessing group identity. Action against one member of a fam- 
ily or a political power group involves the power of the group also. Indi- 
viduals with )K energy are representatives of the group love that they have 
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Original 
Rebellious 
Unpredictable 
Non-conformist 
Friendly 
Social adept 
Exaggerated 
Overdeveloped 
Unrestrained 
Liberated 
Detached 
Lucid, clear 
Transparent 
Awakened 
Scientific 
Uncontrollable 
Privileged 


Considerations X11:3 


eared. For example, if a member of the Mafia were attacked, the wrath 
of the entire famiglia would be invoked. Ifa close associate of the Presi- 
dent of the US were attacked, the wrath of the political power of the entire 
United States would be invoked (as illustrated in the recent movie, Clear 
& Present Danger). 

This principle of group identification with the fate of an individual 
member illustrates the Uranian principle. The individual is a focus of 
group power. He possesses and expresses the power of the group. Any 
form of involvement with a member of the group involves the political 
power of the entire group. 

The individual’s awareness of his group identity and group signifi- 
cance and the power that the response of his group provides him is the 
essential element in understanding Uranian energy. ) represents the cold- 
blooded assessment of any individual’s usefulness towards his own goals. 
There is a completely expedient dispatch of people to a pigeon-holed 
status of where they fall in regard to one’s aspirations, wishes, hopes, 
dreams and goals for the future; a completely clear illumination about 
where the person falls in one’s future plans. { would be revealed, for ex- 
ample, in the deference which would be accorded a CIA agent by the av- 
erage citizen. \X represents the deference which would be accorded an em- 
issary from an important tribe or political group. 


Mis seeking certainty but remembers pitfalls from a past lifetime. 
He remembers that complete detachment from emotional relation- 
ships was not ultimately satisfying. The & does not use the energy of the 
planet for purely personal and selfish reasons but has learned unselfish- 
ness; it has been redeemed from the wilderness of self-orientation—it has 
been redeemed, & There is a resurrection, &, of past-life knowledge about 
the limits of purely personal use of freedom and privilege. The purely per- 
sonal is defeated. The transpersonal or higher purpose of planetary en- 
lightenment is emphasized. The review, k, function of the retrograde posi- 
tion says: “Think twice.” Ivy Goldstein Jacobson says of retrogrades: 
“There’s more here than meets the eye.” 
The shockingly quick and certain detachment, the chilling objectivity 


of i is reassessed, &, for the necessity to understand the secondary reper- 


cussions and the train that events carry behind them. { & can be defined 
as a great reflection upon consequences/ramifications of the objective cold 
bloodedness with which one dispatches non useful relationships. 

When &, X disavows any group allegiance and any deference or im- 
pression of power which derives from one’s group life or position within 
the political power reality of one’s group affiliations. In the old television 
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show Mission Impossible, the secretary disavows any knowledge of the 
group’s actions. This is an example of )K &. The individual is left without 
recourse to group support. Group affiliations are carefully entered into. 
The “name dropping” that accrues one favorably recognition is suspect. 
The respect or deference accorded one from primary group allegiances 
and affiliations is a questionable privilege (#» and are privileged; and = 
possesses great political support from the core constituency of the group). 

The expression of personal power, , is based upon access to group 
identity. When &, this accessing for personal power must be engaged in 
subtly. An example occurs in the 1994 movie 7rue Lies. The hero, played 
by Arnold Schwartzencgger, conceals his identity as a secret agent from 
his wife. There are circumstances in which group affiliations work against 
one; our connections should then be concealed. Superman conceals super- 
human powers endowed him as a native of the planet Krypton. This is an 
example of how K & would operate; one’s claim of privileges associated 
with group membership would cause more difficulties than benefits. \K & 
veils his light; otherwise, like Gulliver in Lilliput, he could become entan- 
gled with and overcome by cobweb-like ties from the little people with 
whom he is associated. 

{ R shows a circumspection, &, about revealing one’s political power. 
Any expression of genius, \K, entangles one with subtle resentments and 
undermining reactions. 

Several scriptural verses illustrate succinctly the \K & process: 


He opened their understanding that they might understand scripture. 
Luke 24:45 
“that they might scripture” refers to the necessity of using the awakened 
mind for high spiritual purposes, not for selfish advantage. 


Settle it therefore in your hearts not to meditate beforehand what ye 

shall answer. Luke 21:14 
The Uranian clarity that can penetrate the hidden motivations of others is 
not a premeditated resource for self-protection or aggrandizement. 


And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
Luke 24:49 


This verse refers to the need to “complete”, &, the process leading to illu- 
mination, kK. 


In your patience possess ye your souls. Luke 21:19: 
This verse illustrates an injunction against using the freedom, ){, given the 
apostles without circumspection, &, and restraint of impulse, &. 
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Mercury 


TF, =) 
ip PRIER WINTLE 


ERCURY is the child of the Moon. 

It is fairly easy to demonstrate the 
truth of this statement to anyone (there may be more than one) 
who feels inclined to doubt it, or even reject it outright as pre- 

posterous and meaningless. I am going to give detailed and exhaustive 
proof in just a moment. First of all though, let us ask ourselves honestly 
the basic question, do we or do we not fully realize that 3 is unarguably 
only a child? 

He represents the conscious mind, self-consciousness, that part of the 
totality of us which we cherish, value and cling to above all clse as most 
truly and individually us. By means of it we have built cities, roads and 
empires, designed airplanes, invented computers and split the atom. Was 
all of that just child’s play? Humiliatingly enough, the plain answer just 
has to be Yes. We'd love to run the show, and of course we’re learning or 
being taught all the time, but the © and ), Daddy and Mummy, haven’t 
yet given us the full go-ahead. They still run the family business. They 
do it by means of all the Natural Laws and the Instincts which control and 
direct all living creatures, including the purely automatic, animal part of 
our own selves. As conscious beings, we are like children given a little 
pocket money to learn to spend wisely or blow as the whim takes us. And 
we still have to be put to bed regularly while they carry on with things. 

3 rules the second seven-year period of life, the period from age seven 
to age fourteen, during which most of our primary and junior secondary 
schooling takes place. In psycho-analytic terms these years are known as 
the period of latency which follows the crucial Ocdipal or Elektra crisis at 
about age five, when boys and girls define their own sexuality viz. a viz. 
the parent of the opposite sex. ¥ is asexual or bisexual. Real quasi- 
mature sexual adventuring begins after puberty, approximately at the end 
of the ¥ cycle, when the 2 cycle begins. 

However, in actual fact, there is a big overlap of the ) and & periods. 
In a very real sense one could say that 3 is gestated within the womb of 
the ) period because something which is absolutely central to his being 
develops then and not during his own period. Look at it! The inner secret 
of consciousness is something which makes us want to communicate. It is 
the sense that I am a separate being and yet one who is similar enough to 
you for us both to want to know and understand one another. And com- 
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munication is ruled by §. He is the messenger, and language is the means 
he uses to carry messages. And language, the ability to speak and to un- 
derstand the speech of others, is the essential qualification we all have to 
have in order to be able to begin school during his seven-year period. But 
we achieved this qualification a long way back during the Lunar period, 
long, long before the age of seven, 

The stages of language acquisition have been thoroughly established 
during this century, especially over the past thirty to forty years by nu- 
merous researchers in the West as well as in some Far Eastern countries. 
What they have discovered is that children are by no means passive crea- 
tures at any age. They communicate by means of smiles, arm movements, 
body movements and crying from birth onwards, and different sorts of cry 
can very quickly be differentiated. For instance, the cry of hunger is quite 
different from the cry of pain. Moreover, in addition to crying another 
sort of vocalization can also be heard very early consisting of short, weak 
‘gr— sounds. These are vocalizations of pleasure. Individual children 
also produce their own characteristic sounds and the vital point is that 
these are always produced in social interaction between them and their 
caregivers. 

The first definite stage in speech development is the babbling period 
which begins from two months old onwards. Two-month-old babies begin 
to make movements and produce sounds which, in contrast to their previ- 
ous impulsive activities, they themselves begin to notice and repeat. 
Sounds and sound sequences which are not actually used in the language 
of their parents are tried out. These may never occur all together in any 
one language, or even in any one language family, for they are just lan- 
guage possibilities—a smorgasbord of sounds from which specific lan- 
guages eventually make their choice, using only some. Nevertheless the 
first true words eventually used by children consist of sound sequences 
frequently used in the babbling period—words such as mama, papa, dada, 
baba and tata. These words are remarkably constant in all languages the 
world over, though not always with precisely the same meaning signifi- 
cance. Thus in some languages the meanings of papa and mama are re- 
versed from those they have with us. $ likes a bit of varicty. 

Continuing the motif of communication-virtually-from-the-start, it is 
now generally accepted that children understand the language of adults 
very much carlier than they themselves learn to speak. They make asso- 
ciations between the sounds made to them and over them by adults and the 
smiles, scowls, pushes, pulls and other things which accompany them. 
They quickly differentiate friendly from angry voices and begin to respond 
or obey in elementary ways such as trying to sit up when adults speak in 
the same room. The efforts they begin to make later on to imitate the 
sound of speech, and then eventually actually to talk, are analogous to 
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their attempts to imitate and reproduce other activities such as standing, 
walking, grasping, etc. which they sec adults doing. 

What are known as ‘one word sentences’, which begin to be used be- 
tween the tenth and twelfth month, are the first true form of communica- 
tive speech achieved by a child. Single words are obviously not gram- 
matical sentences but by this age children are clearly understanding the 
sentences adults are using to them. Thus we may see that they do have a 
knowledge of linguistic structures and sentences even though they cannot 
yet reproduce them in full themselves. The single words they use have the 
effect of sentences and are usually understood as such by parents, just as 
a dog’s short bark may often be clearly understood as the complete sen- 
tence “It’s time for a walk—take me out now.” 

Next come two-word utterances like ‘mama shoe’, ‘daddy go’, ‘hands 
icky’, and so on, occurring between the ages of 18 months and two years. 
And then suddenly, in a rush, usually within 
a year, the whole acquisition of language is 
achieved, with efficient use of nouns, pro- 
nouns, verbs, adjectives and exclamations, 
all in acceptable inflection and word order, 
in fairly correct, comprehensible sentences. 
It is all done by age three or three-and-a-half—an incredible achievement! 

Yet we more or less take it for granted. After all, it isn’t casy to notice 
the obvious. We know correctly that a child who cannot speak intelligibly 
by the age of four is retarded. But we ought to appreciate just how pre- 
cisely laid down and inexorable the language-learning age-slot truly is. A 
normal, non organically or mentally retarded child who for some reason is 
denied the opportunity to communicate with adults and other children and 
so learn to speak during the crucial 2% years time slot between the ages 
of one and three-and-a-half will probably never learn to speak at all. The 
tragic case of Genie was the final, ultimate proof of this. Her parents kept 
her in a kennel like an animal, never speaking to her, till she was discov- 
ered by welfare officers at the age of 13% in November 1970. She could 
neither speak nor react to language, nor could she stand or chew her food. 


After four and a half years of intensive emotional and linguistic at- 
tention she learned to express her emotions: she laughed and cried, 
and cared for her appearance and clothes. She could use a sewing 
machine, ride the bus to school and play sports: she could run, jump 
and play basketball. (But) in three years she had reached a stage ... 
normal for a child of two to three years.' 


Oksaar. Language Acquisition in the Early Years. Batiford Academic & 
Educational Ltd. UK 1983. page 71. 


Wintle: Mercury 


For basically the same reason institutionalized children tend to be in- 
hibited in their linguistic, intellectual and social development. In their 
adolescence it shows up in aimless behavior, ineptness in personal rela- 
tionships and a low level of abstract thought. For language communica- 
tion is a social phenomenon even though the whole technique of it is mer- 
curial. It is indissolubly linked with our instinctive emotional life, ruled 
by the ). The ) decrees the time slot during which it must be acquired 
and by means of the emotional bond between mother and child she also 
totally shapes and governs the acquisition process itsclf. In short, lunar 
instinct, from beginning to end, is what enables ? to develop the means by 
which we become capable of conscious, abstract thought. He is indeed 
her child! 

Even so, let us never forget that he is someone very special. Right 
from the start a child is always an individual in his or her own right. If it 
weren’t so, what would be the real point of communication? Child % is our 
developing self-consciousness. 

What precisely docs a mother do to help her child learn to communi- 
cate? The emotional signals which a child receives are what initiate the 
whole process. Consciously or unconsciously both mother and child cach 
recognize the feelings of the other and react correspondingly, so that a 
continuous, mutual feeling exchange takes place. In this way the essential 
experience of interaction with another human being which is basic for the 
later development of all emotional and social relationships begins in the 
mother-child dyad. As I have already noted in connection with institu- 
tionalized children, the social behavior of older children in wider surround- 
ings grows positively or negatively out of their initial expericnce in this 
dyad. Children universally make instinctive generalizations about the be- 
havior of other adults which are always based ultimately on the behavior 
of their own parents. 

In addition parents also try to assist children more directly to learn the 
difficult act of speaking. 

Language spoken to children can be recognized as a special register in 
a variety of different cultures, a style which is an actual conventional part 
of their various languages, spanning several generations instead of being 
newly invented by cach new set of parents. In gencral it is marked by 
special intonation. It is spoken more slowly, the articulation is clearer 
than in the language used with adults, intonation, contours and pitch are 
exaggerated and a higher tone of voice is used. Speakers tend to choose 
words with not more than two syllables and to simplify syntax (‘Here 
book’). Syllables are duplicated, as in “bow-wow’. and also words them- 
selves (‘there’s a fish going swim, swim’). The third person is used both 
for mother and child ((Mummy’s coming’, “Where's Johnny?) and di- 
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minutives and the word ‘we’ are used frequently (‘now we'll wash our 
handies’). 

Undoubtedly all of this contributes to easing the child’s task of Icarn- 
ing his or her mother tongue but one must question whether it is really all 
there is to it. Chomsky, a famous language researcher, believes that when 
once the essential emotional conditions are right an innate, pre- 
programmed ability is triggered. He contends that no child could really 
learn language just from the natural speech he or she hears, full of false 
starts, deviations from rules, changes in mid-course from what has begun 
to be said, and so on. How is it that nearly all children rapidly acquire and 
begin to demonstrate an accurate grasp of the syntax of the language they 
are learning to speak—sometimes more accurate than the syntax their 
parents use? They may even be foo logical and accurate as when they 
modify words and phrases and do not follow the irregular forms and ex- 
ceptions used in ‘correct’ speech. For instance, they will say ‘mans’ in- 
stead of ‘men’, ‘winded’ instead of ‘wound’ and “I better go to bed now, 
bettn’t I?” We laugh at these things as lovable, childish errors but it is 
interesting and significant that no child ever heard an adult saying them. 
He worked them out himself—a totally mercurial thing to do. 

Chomsky says that children’s minds are little computers programmed 
with an L.A.D., a language acquisition device. It switches fully on at age 
one and operates then continuously till age three and a half, looking for 
regularities in the speech the child hears around it and working out how it 
is all put together. As soon as children perceive a pattern they will use it. 
Sometimes it has to be modified to accommodate irregularities but some- 
times as I have said children speak more accurately than the adults do who 
speak to them. This is no longer just the ) operating. 2 himself is talking 
back. 

Dan Isaac Slobin presents a stunning confirmation of this from studies 
of deaf children: 


A group of researchers from the University of Pennsylvania have docu- 
mented six cases of the invention of sign languages by deaf children of hearing 
parents... These cases provide striking evidence of the ways in which the lan- 
guage capacity functions ‘on its own’. These children were being raised by 
parents who did not belicve in the use of the sign language of the deaf (which is 
a structured language system acquired in normal fashion by deaf children of 
deaf, signing parents). Whatever language these children used. therefore, was 
not based on linguistic input from parents and was not part of the normal 
auditory-vocal system. Yet each of these children did invent a sort of gestural 
sign language, going through what appears to be a normal sequence of devel- 
opment—both in terms of content and structure. The language was apparently 
taught to the parents by the children... since the mothers who eventually com- 
municated gesturally used the system in a more limited fashion than their chil- 
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dren, having a smaller sign vocabulary and always being at a less complex 
stage of development than the child. It was the children who invented the 
i 2 

signs. 


While this passage is certainly enough to make anyone think, it has a 
clear significance for us as astrologers seeking to understand ? and the ). 
It rubs home the lesson that though § is gestated in the womb of the ) he 
is not created by the ). Parents quite often fecl that their children are en- 
tirely produced by themselves and so belong entirely to them. They feel 
they ought to be ever grateful, obedient and subservient. But it isn’t so— 
ever. Children are always themselves. They do need security, love and 
care. They have in effect entrusted themselves to their parents to give 
them the security, love and care they need. But their identity is separate: 
separate from the word Go. Language researchers and parent-child psy- 
chologists have incontrovertibly established that a child is an independ- 
ently existing person from the first minute of life. Parenthood is really a 
privilege granted to us to become associated with a new independent life. 
Children must be taught, loved and protected—but always respected. The 
relationship of the ) and § in the birth of language should be for us the 
prime example of how it should be. 

Let us look at another skill, quite different from language, for which a 
particular lunar age slot is also laid down and which we normally also 
take for granted without realizing just how remarkable it is. Mastery of 
balance leads to our ability to walk, usually achieved by about the age of 
15 months. This is a very remarkable ability, especially for us humans, 
the only species to walk all the time upright on the soles of our feet instead 
of on all fours as most other species do, including even apes and monkeys 
most of the time.’ It calls for the existence of a central processing and 
coordinating organ to correlate signals coming from every single body 
part as it moves and alters its relationship to the center of gravity of the 
whole organism. This central computer has now been identified and lo- 
cated in the semi-circular canals of the labyrinth of the inner ear. It com- 
municates with the brain stem, the most primitive part of the brain, to 
send signals which compensate for every movement we make so that we 
remain stable at all times. It is a mathematical miracle comparable in so- 
phistication to the computer guidance system of a modern space rockct, 
but 15-month-old babies achieve it while they are still totally guided by 


2 Dan Isaac Slobin, Psycholinguistics. USA. Scott Foreman & Co. 1979. page 131. 

> Kangaroos are a partial exception, but these have muscular tails to sit and 
balance on. Two-legged apes walk upright some of the time but they have a 
shambling gait and still lack our ramrod straight spines, the reason for which 
will appear a little later in this article. Moreover their arms are as long as their 
legs and are used equally with them for climbing trees and cliffs. 
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lunar instinct, and we never consciously come to know how we do it. 
Speech is quite different. It takes another 2% years to acquire it but it iy 
conscious. And on this planet human beings are the only species who ever 
do acquire it without assistance from another species. 

Animals lower than man may have more advanced and subtle muscular 
dexterity, greater speed of movement and finer sensitivity of sight, hearing 
and smell, but all of their abilities are controlled solely by instinct, not by 
consciously willed thought as language is. Certainly other species do 
communicate, up to a point. Bees, for instance, use ritualistic, dance-like 
movements to convey information about the direction, distance and quality 
of nectar to other bees in a hive, but this is entirely instinctive communi- 
cation. A few apes and monkeys alone have been laboriously taught by 
dedicated human experimenters to use American Sign Language for 
genuine willed communication, using a small and limited vocabulary— 
their vocal chords do not permit true vocal speech. But their achievement 
is solely the result of human initiative. The animals themselves have no 
natural propensity to acquire any language on their own, and they cannot 
transmit it to others of their own kind whenever they are taught a little of 
it. 


HAT IS IT about human beings that has caused them to be 
singled out in this way? 

Well, it almost looks as though ? and the ) really got to- 
gether on this one and worked out an agreement, because in order to de- 
velop self-consciousness initially humans had to go back to the ) for an- 
other dose of anatomical adjustment. 

Let us look at some anatomical facts. 


“See Psycholinguistics by Joseph F. Kess (New York: Academic Press, 1976. 
Pages 49-50) for details of the Gardners’ work with their chimpanzee Washoe: 

“The American Sign Language uses signs to represent objects or concepts, for 
example, rubbing the first finger against the teeth for toothbrush, tapping the 
head for hat, tapping the thigh for dog, and holding the hand in a fist, index 
finger extended, while rotating the arm at the elbow, for always. 

The Gardners’ first report (1969) lists Washoe’s vocabulary as consisting of 
some 34 sign words. A later film report (in 1972) shows her as having dou- 
bled, if not trebled, her inventory. At this point she uses sign words and com- 
bines them into sequences containing several elements —for example, gimme 
tickle, please open hurry, and gimme drink please. That she occasionally uses 
sign words inventively and in novel, though primitive, combinations is of spe- 
cial interest, for part of the charisma of human language is this ability to inno- 
vate. Anyone who has seen the films presented by the Gardners... cannot fail to 
be convinced that Washoe has indeed acquired something. though one may not 
wish to equate it with human language.” 
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Man’s brain has hypertrophied proportionally to body weight by com- 
parison with that of all other animals and because of this his head (male or 
female) is too large for him to be born fully developed through a woman’s 
narrow pelvis. One gets some idea of how swelled headed he really is 
when one considers that brain development is actually held back during 
the last six weeks of pregnancy, so that a baby’s brain has to treble in size 
during the first year of life. Notwithstanding even this it is a near thing 
and in past centuries a very large number didn’t make it, more than a third 
of first pregnancies ending in fatality for both mother and child. The Bi- 
ble graphically describes how it certainly used to be before modern medi- 
cal science discovered analgesics and anesthetics and prepared women for 
their ordeal with ante-natal exercises, in recounting the story of Adam and 
Eve’s expulsion from Eden (the idyllic world of unselfconscious lunar 
instinct) after they had decided to eat of the fruit of the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil: 


Unto the woman He said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children. * 


In many other ways as well, besides brain size, the human infant is 
hopelessly immature at birth. We have the longest childhood and adoles- 
cence, relative to total life span, of all species. In effect the initial lunar 
phase of life is prolonged for us at least into our middle or late teens. 
Where intellectuality is particularly pronounced it may persist into the 
early twenties before full maturity is achieved. More physical types ma- 
ture earlier. Women also tend to mature earlier than men, but this is be- 
cause they need to do so in order to look after children they may conceive 
from their mid-teens onwards. With them it does not indicate intellectual 
inferiority. 

There is even a sense in which all humans, both men and women, are 
never fully developed physically, throughout life. The biggest man, how- 
ever muscularly developed, is no match in purely physical terms for a 
gorilla of the same size and weight. We depend for our pre-eminence 
solely upon our brains while remaining physically attached to Mother )’s 
apron strings. 

But this still hasn’t explained just how or why we came to have this 
long adolescence and these big brains which have given us our intellectual 
pre-eminence. Who worked it out and how did they do it? 

In a little book entitled Dreams of Dragons®, Lyall Watson proposes 
an astonishingly simple answer— we returned to the sea. 


> Genesis 3:16 
§ Lyall Watson. Dreams of Dragons. London: Sceptre. 1987. 
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The ) rules the Sea. She does so physically by means of tides and cur- 
rents, and she also does so psychologically for, as the great psychologist 
Carl G. Jung has so conclusively demonstrated, the Unconscious Mind, 
which is her sphere, is symbolized in dreams and reverie by images of the 
sea. 

Discussing the paucity of fossil evidence on land for the carly prehis- 
tory of man, Lyall Watson cites the Aquatic Ape Theory first advanced by 
Sir Alister Hardy in 1960 and developed by Elaine Morgan in 1972 and 
1982. Hardy pointed out that there has to be a reason why humans are 
the only primate without hair except on the head and why they are the only 
species of land animal which walks upright on two legs a// the time. 
Two-legged walking is an inefficient and unstable 
method of locomotion on land and our upright 
stance makes us far more likely to be blown over by 
the wind. Four legs give much greater stability as 
well as the capacity to maneuver. However, if one y 
walks on all fours into the sea one is soon forced to 
stand upright in order to breathe. Anda ramrod- %,, we 
straight back is also the best posture for floating, as \\ Ly; 
seals and otters do when they rest. The straighter A 
the body line the more swiftly one can swim, moreover, as fish so convinc- 
ingly demonstrate. And finally fur, which traps air close to the body and 
gives animals good insulation from both heat and cold on land, is an im- 
pediment in water. So we shed it. 

We, as a species, took to the seas again after initially living on land, 
and we weren’t the only species who did. Whales and dolphins did it and 
also some elephants who became sea cows. A few bears and dogs did the 
same, becoming seals, otters and beavers. We were the only primates in- 
volved. 

It is essential to realize that it was a return for all land animals origi- 
nally came from the sea. The blood that circulates in their and our veins 
and arteries is sea water, with the same salinity as the sca possessed some 
two hundred million years ago. Moreover during the period of recapitula- 
tion which occurs as the fetus of each species develops in the womb there 
is a stage during which each one of us possesses gills for breathing oxygen 
in water, as fish do. But that was two hundred million years ago. There 
is evidence that we were in the water much more recently than that and it 
is quite extraordinarily compelling. 

There is a reflex, for instance, known as the Dive Reflex, which oper- 
ates as soon as water touches our faces. It cuts the heart beat from 70 to 
30 beats a minute and reduces the rate at which the body uses oxygen. 
We share this reflex with whales and seals but no other land animal pos- 
sesses it. The normal human position for sex is also face to face, unlike 
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what it is for all other land animals including primates. But all aquatic 
animals mate as we do, belly to belly. Because head, spine and limbs 
have become arranged to be in a straight, rather stiff line (the most effi- 
cient position for swimming) rear entry sex is difficult or impossible so 
the female sex canal in whales, seals and dolphins is tilted forwards for 
face-to-face sex. And so it is with us too. 

And why do we—especially women—have such abundant hair on our 
heads? Since Dr. Igo Tjarkowsky, a gynecologist in Moscow. pioncered 
underwater childbirth in the 1960s it has been discovered that babies are 
able to swim well from birth. Their fatty tissue causes them to pop to the 
surface and they then show strong reflex paddling movements of the arms. 
They can also hold their breath for long periods when submerged. But 
they do need to have something to hold onto to keep close to mummy, and 
Hardy suggested that we (especially women) retained the hair on our 
heads that we had shed from the rest of our bodies specially for this pur- 
pose. 


UT WHY do we talk—that } faculty above all others? 
Let us deal with the vocal aspect of speaking first of all. In 
1982 Elaine Morgan pointed out that aquatic animals live in an 
environment in which it is difficult to see and smell and, as a result, they 
have all developed powerful systems of vocal communication. Whales are 
known to be able to communicate with each other over distances as great 
as the width of the Atlantic Ocean by means of special calls. There is very 
little difference between their vocal chords and ours. 

So much for the )’s anatomical contribution to that agreement between 
her and %. But just why did we develop those big brains and why do we 
use our vocal chords not just to honk but to transmit language? How is it 
that we came to start thinking ? 

Even here it may have been the ) who initially prodded ? to get started. 

Elaine Morgan claims that research into evolution has always been too 
male oriented. It was woman, the )’s representative. she says. who first 
led the way back into the sea shallows when the polar ice melted and the 
waters flooded the old sea shores in the early Pliocene. about ten million 
years ago, when the great return to the sea began. She doesn’t really sup- 
ply evidence but she suggests that they were the first to start using stones 


7 There is of course a snag to this theory. African hair docs not grow long like 
European and Asian hair and its thick woolincss is obviously designed as a 
protection from the sun. Moreover the most ancient fossil human remains 
come precisely from Africa! Did Africans re-emerge sooner from the sea than 
Northerners, giving them time to modify their hair style. while the rest of us 
have retained the original aquatic mode? 
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as tools to break through hard sea shells in search of food for their chil- 
dren and menfolk. So they needed to be able to tell each other where these 
could be found. And sure enough American studies of speech development 
in the 1930s and 40s showed that girls start to speak a little carlicr than 
boys and retain the advantage. They speak more clearly, have a larger 
vocabulary and use longer sentences until school age, when the difference 
tends to decrease. 

But once ¥ did get started he took off. He turned outward specch in- 
ward and began to think individual thoughts and that was the secret. 

Someone once said that language was given to human beings to enable 
them to conceal their thoughts. It sounds like an attempt to be clever but 
it is absolutely true, as the Russian language-researcher Vygotsky has 
demonstrated. It was because we learnt when it was best not to speak out 
loud that we learnt to speak inwardly—i.e., to think. Specch begins as a 
social phenomenon and develops into an egocentric one—not vice versa as 
might sccm to be the obvious progression. It begins with the compulsion 
we share with most other species to communicate with others of our kind 
and then develops into conscious self-consciousness of our own selves as 
we acquire control over the process. The egocentric language of a seven- 
year-old is more difficult to understand than that of a three-year-old. 
Child monologues are the beginning of thinking. Egocentric language 
does not die out but develops in a way which is ever more removed from 
external language—more abbreviated and more difficult for others to un- 
derstand—to inner language thinking. % became an individual and devel- 
oped the ability in us to become individuals too. So unlike our friends the 
whales and dolphins we came out of the water again. 

“T want to go back to the land, Mummy,” % said one day—remember 
he rules an Earth Sign and also an Air Sign. 

“No, dear,” she replied. “You haven’t got a proper coat. You'll catch 
cold.” 

But wasn’t going to wait thousands and thousands of years till she 
could give him one in the proper way, by evolution. 

“Tl be all right, Mom,” he said. “Ill take someone else’s coat.” 

And he did just that. He killed a bear and wore its skin. And from 
then on ¥ has always been the god of thieves. 

Of course it wasn’t quite as straightforward as that. Bears arc killers. 
Probably it was beavers first of all, near the 
river mouth. He would have had to cobble 
their coats together with long bits of stringy 
sea weed threaded through fish bones. You 
have to be clever to be a thief. Later on he 
found a piece of springy wood that would 
bend and come back to its original straight 
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length with a bounce and he tied the two ends together with beaver sinews, 
pulling them round towards cach other. (“Now it looks like Mummy!”) 
And he took another long straight piece of wood and chipped a piece of 
stone till it had a sharp point, then wedged the back of this into a split at 
one end of the piece of wood. He had a bow and arrow. And so it went 
on. 


T IS NOW TIME to take a direct look at the real quality of this mer- 

curial mind that has come back on its own our of the lunar sea. 

Mothers listen so eagerly to hear their baby’s first word. They don’t 
realize just how soon that little thing will be answering back. Just what 
can 3 do besides answer back? What is his real keynote? 

The basic thing about § is that he’s clever. There isn’t another planct 
that can come near him for being quick on the uptake. But a strange 
compulsion which is actually a form of insecurity is associated with this 
cleverness. He feels he must prove to us, and thus to himself at the same 
time, how quick and superior he really is, and a subtle or not so subtle 
contempt for everybody else’s stupidity goes along with this. Yet at the 
same time he is also conscious within himself of an inner emptiness. He 
really knows that even though he can talk more quickly and easily than 
everyone else, fundamentally he has nothing of his own to say. He is the 
archetypal exemplar of the proverb that ‘empty vessels make the most 
noise’. So he tries to fill the void, and this is another of the reasons why 
he has always ruled thieves. He steals other people’s goods and also their 
ideas. Listen to him in any society or study group, spouting all the latest 
in theories. 

And make no mistake about it—hc 
also amasses wealth. It isn’t only 4 who 
does that. § is the past-master adept at 
all processes of exchange which wind up 
leaving him with a profit for himself. 
Society has always instinctively rccog- 
nized that he does it, too, for it calls these 
processes and their results by names like 
mercantile, merchant, merchandise and 
mercenary, all of which are derived from 
his name. 

We need to realize just how fundamental and also in actual fact natural 
and inevitable this phenomenon really is. As William Bramley has stated 
so succinctly: 


Profit making has been a motive in nearly all areas of human cn- 
deavor since the earliest days of mankind. If we were to throw out 
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everything to which someone has ever attached a profit motive. little 
would remain of our culture.® 


This is because our culture is really our consciousness of ourselves as 
separate, individual human beings, and it came into existence when first 
staked his claim to independence as the first true planet. We have felt 
ourselves to be separate but incomplete ever since. Consequently we have 
a built-in compulsion to acquire something—anything—just to prove to 
ourselves that by possessing something we are something. 

Let us look at some charts which exemplify what I am talking about: 

We will take material possessions first of all. Here are the charts of 
four of the richest people in the world: 


1. J. Paul Getty, reckoned in his lifetime to be the world’s richest private 
citizen. 


2. Aristotle Onassis. Banker and shipping magnate. 


3. Sam Goldwyn, the film mogul of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer fame and 
author of such phrases as “include me out.” 


4. Berard Baruch, millionaire by the age of 
21, controller of half the world’ s supplics 


US Senate commission of inquiry in 1948: 
“Yes sir, I think you could say that during this last war I wiclded 
more power than the president of the United States.” 


N GETTY’S chart (at Figure 1) 3 is * %, the chart ruler exalted in the 

equal-house Xth House in =, and he is almost exactly 4 4 in the [Vth 

House. (Incidentally this is 4’s only strong aspect.) In addition, since 
no planets are in essential dignity in the figure, a circle consisting of 2- ¥- 
o&-¥ (each planct in the following planet’s Sign) disposes of everything 
else in it. Morcover there is ¥ o B only one degree from exactness on the 
cusp of the equal-house VIth House (the work environment). ¥ rules the 
IIIrd House, ?’s natural I House, and is closely | 8. B rules the Mid- 
heaven. % is in the XIIth House where one might think he was obscurely 
placed but indirectly, through his || ¥, he pulls strings all over the chart 
and his A to 4 shows just how the kudos rolled in. 


® William Bramley. The Gods of Eden. Avon Books. USA. 1993. Page 29. 
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Figure 1: J. Paul Getty 
8:43 a.m. LMT December 15, 1892. Minneapolis: 44N59, 93W16 
(Source: Biography) 


Figure 2: Aristoteles Sokrates Onassis 
7:25 a.m. January 15, 1906, Smyrna, Turkey: 38N26, 27E13 


Source: Lescaut (many other dates have been proposed) 
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RISTOTLE ONASSIS (figure 2) also has 2 * %, the chart ruler, 

here placed in the IInd House, and he also has it very closely ¢ 

XK, the IInd House ruler. Once again, moreover, no planets are in 
essential dignity and a circle of four bodies, 3---), disposes of every- 
thing else in the figure. B, ruling the MC, is also right on the cusp of the 
Vith House again. ¥ is also in the Vith House again and ruler of the II[rd 
House, ’s natural House, though he is not ¢ P in this case, but strangely 
enough in this chart he is o $ in the XI]th. However, we must understand 
that in a case like this the two plancts are opposing cach other from cach 
other’s natural House. Consequently the opposition does not operate as 
an affliction but in the sense of a mutual reception, with each planet com- 
plementing the other. It is very much like the parallel in Getty’s case }’s 
contact with } in this chart is via a quintile link. Both he and \ are ex- 
actly Q o& in the IInd House, and there is an exact $+ 4. \ is ina Grand 
Trine in Earth with the © and ). 


S BEFITS the chart of a film magnate, Sam Goldwyn’s horo- 

scope (see figure 3) has quite a different feel from the two forego- 

ing examples. Everyone knows that films make big money and 
is openly and unashamedly in the Ist House here instead of in the XIIth 
and he also has an exact trine to the Midheaven. Moreover ¥, the ruler of 
the illusionary world of films, is only 4° from the Midheaven and also 
strongly 4% There is no circle of planets mutually disposing of every- 
thing else since 2 is himself in essential dignity in Tf and @ is in +, but % 
disposes of the ©, ), \, XX, B, Ascendant, Descendant, IC, ® and Q, i.e. 
two-thirds of the bodies in the whole chart. Moreover 9, who disposes of 
all the rest, is the ruler of the IIrd House, %’s natural house, and she is 
placed in the IInd House, the house of moncy, one of her own natural 
houses. rules the house. 

Note the Sign 2 rising—a strongly self-advertising Sign. 7% was the 
rising Sign in the two previous Signs and £2 and @ happen to be the two 
most organizing (of other people) Signs in the Zodiac. When § really in- 
tends to get very rich very quickly he knows exactly how to choose his 
Signs. 

It is interesting that 4 is weak by planetary aspect in this chart. If one 
were looking solely to him as an indicator of riches one would probably 
conclude that this was not a chart which promised them. But note he is 


placed in $’s Sign II (his detriment!) and he does have an exact sextile to 
the Ascendant, the cusp of the House in which § is placed. Thus he could 


he contributing his prodigality to the picture, though very much as %’s 
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tributary. There is no doubt who is the real boss in this chart. Even the 
©, the Ascendant ruler, is disposed of by §. 


Figure 3: Sam Goldwyn 
4:29 a.m. LMT August 27, 1882. Warsaw, Poland: 52N14, 21E07 
Source: Astrology Quarterly, Vol. 34 No. 4, page 134. 


Ss 26° Mm 57 2 


N BERNARD BARUCH’S case ®@ rises again (sce Figure 4), At 

first sight % is not as fortunately aspected as in the cases we have ex- 

amined for he is in square to both 4 and %, the chart ruler, who are in 
exact opposition to each other from the VIth House to the XIth. And it is 
true there were downs as well as ups in his career, At one period in his 
late teens he had lost all the money his family had advanced to him in 
order to begin speculating. However, his father insisted on showing his 
trust and belief in him and made him another advance so that he could 
begin again, and this time he proved himself, making his first million by 
the time he was 21, as mentioned carlier, 

In all other ways the figure shows all the typical success signs. 3 in T? 
on the IXth cusp (Baruch came to have his finger in financial pies all over 
the world) is the most elevated planet in the chart and the ultimate disposi- 
tor of everything in it except the © in Q. And he is in exact trine to the 
Ascendant and * 0’, who is exactly on the Descendant ¢ Q. And finally 
he is only 14° away from being exactly 4 P, the two of them forming a 
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Grand Trine in Earth with the Ascendant. PE on the equal-house Vth cusp 
made him a speculator on the grand scale, never satisfied till he was in 
control of whatever venture interested him, whether it was a mineral, an 
industry or a railway. At one time he controlled one of the US transconti- 
nental railways. 

Another ability he had is clearly shown by the presence of the ) in II 
in the Vth House. He always had his two hands neatly balancing each 
other, being the past-master adept at hedging his bets so whether things 
went up or down he always came out a winner—hcads I win, tails you 
lose. And is also in 3’s Sign II again, in a Kite or Dragon figure since 
sextiles to the © and ¥ provide sails or wings to his & 4. Truly you 
couldn’t beat this man. 


Figure 4: Bernard Baruch 
4:26 p.m. LMT, August 19, 1870. Camden, South Carolina: 34N16, 80W36. 
(1:50 and 2:05 p.m. have also been proposed) 


But I can hear some readers asking “Isn’t all this just coincidence? 
Can’t one have a strong, well-aspected $ and still do other things besides 
make money?” 

Yes, yes—of course, of course. A strong ? is the key to many things. 
In fact he has a great deal to do with mathematics, as | shall show shortly. 
But what I am talking about here is the fact that a strong 9 is a pre- 
requisite for making a lot of money. 4 alone doesn’t have the know-how. 
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But § strength is not a fatalistic indication that one will inevitably use the 
ability in this particular way and no other. After all, there is such a thing 
as conscious intention, or free will, and is actually the astrological indi- 
cator of just it. What I am saying, however, is that if you don't have a 
prominent, powerful and accented §, like all the four people whose charts 
we have just examined did, you won’t make a lot of money by whatever 
you do, even if you are phenomenally bright in other ways. Figure 5 is a 
chart that shows exactly what I mean. 


Figure 5: Nicola Tesla 
0:01 a.m. LMT, July 10, 1856. Smiljan, Croatia: 45N20, 15E10 
Source: Biography 


ICOLA TESLA was one of the greatest if not the greatest inven- 
tive genius of all time. Appropriately enough in his chart ¥ is 
essentially dignified in his own Sign I, showing the abundantly 
alert and versatile mind which he most certainly had. More surprisingly 
he is in the IInd House, of which he is the ruler, so at first sight one might 
expect financial success. However, he is effectively without aspects. 
There is a very weak conjunction with 4, 74° from exactness and disso- 
ciate at that, and a square to ¥ nearly 8° from exactness. And that is all, 
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apart from the dissociate sextile to the Ascendant, also weak, 5%° from 
exactness.” 

Tesla’s totally unconventional genius is depicted not by % but by the 
rising B and by \K also in the Ist House in a fan formation with the © and 
¥ (the © and ¥ are trine and \{ is sextile to both of them). 

Appropriately enough Tesla was primarily an electrical genius. He 
was the first person to work out the principle of the alternating current 
motor and he also preceded Marconi by some fifteen years in successfully 
transmitting signals by means of radio waves. In 1904 he built a huge ap- 
paratus harnessing over half a million volts with which he could produce 
an artificial thunderstorm, and all his life he remained fascinated by the 
power discharges of electrical storms, situating his room on an upper floor 
in a tall building so that he had an eerie to watch the show from whenever 
one was in progress—P and \X in the Ist House par excellence. But mun- 
dane recognition and appropriate monetary reward always eluded him. In 
his early days in America he worked for Edison, but when Edison reneged 
on a promise to pay him $30,000 if he designed a particular piece of 
equipment he left him abruptly and actually had to work as a laborer for 
three years. Later on he made a come-back but recognition was always 
precarious. Some of his discoveries, such as that it was possible both to 
transmit and also to draw unlimited amounts of electrical power through 
or out of the earth, have actually been suppressed since their use would 
threaten too many economic monopolies. He died in 1943 after having 
been supported for a number of years simply on a small pension from the 
Yugoslav government. The world is still gradually uncovering and ex- 
ploiting ideas of his which brought him no recompense whatever during 
his lifetime. Note the weakness of } too in his chart—no connection with 
3 but simply o° ), 4 and weakly © &. 

To forestall a possible objection that I have chosen unusually promi- 
nent and exceptional people as my examples and the suggestion that their 
charts merely show their prominence, so that my rule would not hold good 
among more everyday folk, I offer here two further charts of personal 
acquaintances which show it holding up very well. 


° There is one possible exception to this catalog of nothingness which readers 
who are not automatically disposed to reject the quasi-hypothetical planet Mi- 
nos out of hand may be interested to consider. Minos falls in 26° in Tesla’s 
chart, closely  ¥ and forming a mutable T-square with him and ¥. This 
grouping strengthens the weak ? © ¥ and weakens and frustrates 9’s effective- 
ness even more severely. 
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EDRO has held a sales directorship position for many years in the 

South African branch of a multinational company. Starting in 

Cape Town he rapidly attracted notice by his efficiency and success 
and was transferred first to Durban and then to the head office in Johan- 
nesburg. There he became one of the five top management staff. Re- 
cently (1996) he was approached by representatives of another interna- 
tional company who made him an offer at a considerably higher salary. 
He transferred to them in May 1996, where in effect he holds the control- 
ling directorship for the South African operations of the company. 


Figure 6: Pedro 
2:15 p.m. GMT, June 12, 1952. Valpariaso, Chile: 33S36, 71W40 


(Source; native’s mother) 


en "26°'T 32 i, 


In a later section of this article I shall deal with %’s link with the wind. 
The connection is relevant here since top business men are in many ways 
like weather-cocks. They must have an unerring sense of which way the 
wind is blowing in the market in which they are operating. Pedro’s suc- 
cess is due to the fact that he is a past master at wind smelling. Note the 
strength of 3 in his chart. He is in his own Sign I] almost exactly on the 
XIIth cusp (intuitive wind smelling), and he disposes of the ©, 2, B, # ¥. 
¥, 4, ®, MC, Desc and IC. He is also ¢ © and 9 in a fan formation with 
P and ¥ (P is sextile to both the © » 2 ¢ 8 and to ¥, and the triple con- 
junction is A ¥) and he is also in a Grand Trine in Air (the wind) with ¥ 
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and the ). Moreover, since the ) is o° B the fan formation forms a cross- 
bow figure within the Grand Trine. 

It is abundantly clear that all this and not 4 is what has carried Pedro 
up. is strong in 8 and is close to the MC. We must not minimize his 
influence. However, he is weakly aspected. His only beneficial contact is 
x MK. Besides this one sees only ~ * and the exact 2 %. His prominence 
will have made Pedro stand out in some way as the sort of man an em- 
ployer would like to promote but it doesn’t in any way suggest the type of 
career he has followed. From the start right up till the present time he has 
been selling, and sales, like sails, are blown by the wind, i.e. by §. 


HE CASE OF BASIL (see Figure 7) is quite different. Indeed it 
quite closely resembles that of Nikola Tesla. 


Figure 7: Basil 
5:50 a.m. GMT, April 3, 1929 
Worcester, Cape Province, South Africa: 32850, 20E50 
(Source: native) 


sr uy 
ar ty 


Basil is a brilliant technical inventor, designer and manufacturer of 
dental equipment. He supplies and outfits complete dental surgeries, i.e. 
chair, drills, lighting and all accessories according to the requirements of 
individual dental surgeons. In his field he is reputed to be one of the best 
if not the best in South Africa and he has acquired several government 
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contracts. Nevertheless, something always goes wrong financially. His 
factory works perpetually under the weight and stress of an enormous and 
ever-increasing overdraft. Periodically, at almost regular intervals, he is 
threatened by his bank with closure and liquidation of all his assets. So 
far he has managed to stave off disaster by selling a house and allowing a 
legacy left to his wife to be swallowed up to satisfy the bank’s immediate 
demands but the threat never completely recedes. In 1994 he suffered a 
heart attack and at the present time (October 1996) he is trying to find a 
way out by forming a consortium with a more business-minded partner, a 
solution he should probably have resorted to many years ago. 

3 is not at all strong in his chart. He is in the XIIth House, close to the 
equal-house cusp, in detriment in and, apart from the weak * ), 5%° 
from exactness, has only the exact 2 4, exact ~ ¥ and a dissociate but 
very close 0%. \ is stronger than § for he is in the Ist House in 6 x ¢&, 
the ruler of the chart, and also * P, indications which well show his warm, 
outgoing, friendly nature. Nevertheless these jovial qualities have not 
brought him financial success. The figure as a whole is full of squares, 
the most notable being those of the ruler, & in the IIIrd House, to the O 
and K in the XIIth. Basil is a born fighter as befits both o* and also the 
square aspect, which projects troubles outward. He works incessantly 
from early morning to late at night and makes his wife do likewise as a 
kind of unpaid secretary. His latest dream is of an escape from it all (9 in 
X in the XIIth!) to a farm in Mozambique, and he has actually begun to 
pursue and prepare for this with all his obsessive, compulsive energy. 
Unfortunately I have a grave fear that another heart attack could put an 
end to the mirage before the shekels he hopes for ever begin to roll in. 

But money making per se is not the sole nor even necessarily the most 
characteristic hallmark or signature of % strongly emphasized in a chart. 
What is basic is cleverness and the desire to offsct an inner emptiness by 
proving that one is superior to others. Let us look at some other ways in 
which this inner compulsion can manifest itself. 

It can manifest very clearly in fighters. 

Obviously I don’t just mean in beefy, muscle-bound sluggers. I mean 
in people who use their heads as well as their bodies or hands or feet— 
people who essentially defeat their opponents by outwitting them. Here 
first of all are some military generals—not from the First World War 
where true generalship was virtually absent and troops just sat down in 
trenches for four years and statically slogged at each other, but from 
World War II where generalship really came into its own. 
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BEGIN WITH Figure 8, the chart of Erwin Rommel, the Desert 
Fox, the genius of the German Afrika Korps, a very interesting horo- 
scope indeed. 

Rommel was born with 4 rising, as were three of the four richest 
people whose charts I discussed earlier. There is no doubt about it, ® is a 
canny Sign. However, suprisingly enough, at first sight his ¥ does not 
appear to be strong or well aspected. In fact it is detriment in % and it 
lacks all strong beneficial Zodiacal aspects apart from being ¢ 9. Worse 
still it is locked into a close T-square in Mutable Signs, 0 4 in H and & ¥ 
B conjoined in I. Such a configuration, involving as it does five out of 
the ten bodies in the chart, and with the © and ) outside it both rather 
weakly aspected, might well have proved crippling to most people. Why 
didn’t it cripple Rommel ? 

Firstly, let us acknowledge that it did eventually work. Despite an as- 
tonishing preliminary success record he eventually lost the Battle of El 
Alamein in 1942 and shortly afterwards had to turn over his command to 
another general and return to Germany after being injured in a land mine 
explosion which destroyed his staff car. And in 1944 he had to commit 
suicide after his complicity in the generals’ plot to assassinate Hitler was 
discovered. But where did the first run of success come from ? After all, 
he landed at Tripoli in 1941 with quite a small German force when the 
Italian army was reeling back in defeat from the British under General 
Wavell. They had no morale left at all, yet in short order he welded the 
two national forces into an extremely efficient army which came within an 
ace of taking Egypt and advancing from there 
into the oil lands of the Middle East. And he 
did it without air cover because the British by 
that time (1942) had achieved total air supe- 
riority in the region. How did he manage it ? 

Well, to put it shortly, 2 is not as weak as 
might appear. He is involved in a circle of 
three planets which together dispose of every- 
thing in the figure. Look at it—he is in 4's Sign, ¥ is in ¥’s Sign, and ¥ 
is in ¥’s Sign. This sort of configuration is what Derek Appleby used to 
call a piggy-back Mutual Reception, and note that it neatly ties up all 
three prongs of that afflicting Mutable T-square. In fact in a very real 
sense it converts it from an affliction into a strength. And typically it is 
strength as a fighter. Rommel never sat down and worked out how to 
make a lot of money. Square aspects always force conflicts into the open 
and a T-square typically resolves an inner conflict within the personality, 
indicated by the opposition involved, by locating and identifying an exter- 
nal enemy to be challenged and defeated. Rommel was in every sense of 
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the word a professional soldier. Possibly he did have some innate psycho- 
logical instability such as is often hinted by a Mutable T-square but his 
military career channeled this into constructive lines. He had a genius for 
organization (@ rising) plus the ability to foresee instinctively just what 
his opponents would be likely to try to do (¥ in I, 3! ¥ and o& in the 
positive feminine Sign =). Whenever a British unit attempted to outflank 
him there was always a gun strategically placed to fire in just that direc- 
tion. 


Figure 8: Generalfeldmarschall Erwin Rommel 
“Der Wiistenfuchs’ 


11:23 a.m. GMT, November 15, 1891. 
Heidenheim an der Brenz, Germany: 48N40, 10E09 
(birth certificate) 


HE CHART OF Rommel’s most famous opponent, General 
Montgomery, the victor of the Battle of El Alamein in 1942 (see 


Figure 9), shows § strength in a more conventional way. The 
planet is exactly « © in the IVth (equal) House in Ml and he is also 


weakly ¢ 4 and * o. Montgomery was a thoroughly ‘grounded’ profes- 
sional general, a master of his craft, who also knew very well how to in- 
spire confidence in his troops. Under General Auchinleck, the previous 
commander of the British forces, morale had been low. Montgomery re- 
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stored it. One must also notice that the © and ? are & ¥ in & in the Xth 
House, however. This probably correlates with a character flaw. Mont- 
gomery could not easily and generously share credit for his achievements. 
A significant contributor to his success in North Africa was a quartermas- 
ter general with a genius for logistics. He saw that supplics of food and 
ammunition were always on hand in abundance when vitally necessary, so 
ensuring that Montgomery’s tactics always went without a hitch, 8. 
Montgomery made full use of him but resented him. When the time came 
for the triumphal parade in London after the successful end of the cam- 
paign he refused to allow him to appear with him. His own reputation has 
suffered a blemish as a result in the cyes of admirers who have studied the 
record and wished he could have been more generous. 
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Figure 9: Field Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery 


9:17 p.m. GMT, November 17, 1887. London: 51N31, OW06 
(from mother) 


Nevertheless he was a great general, and it was ? who made him so. 
And once again ? drew his real strength not from Zodiacal aspects but 
from a dispositorship. A mutual reception of ? and PB disposes of the ©, 
\, 4, D, o&, ®, the Ascendant and the MC. It reveals that he was born 
with the mental determination to be mercilessly cleverer than anyone else 
he had to encounter. He was famous for always asking to see a photo- 
graph of whichever general was opposing him. By knowing what he 
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looked like he could sum him up, getting his psychological measure. Then 
he would take steps to clobber him with all P‘s fanatical determination. 

Two other points about his chart are worth noting. 

Firstly, look at the very close o * 4, only 1%° from exactness. It 
promises success to the assertive, aggressive component of the personal- 
ity. 

Secondly, there is an extraordinary linkage of planets and points 
throughout the chart by aspects in the quintile series. Thus the rising 
planet * is exactly 1 ® and + ) and the ASC has the same aspects just 
over 1° from exactness. © in turn is exactly biquintile the Midheaven and 
Q © and ¥ while these two are  ). Since the quintile series is derived 
from a division of the 360° circle of the ecliptic by 5, the number of 8, 
such a formation tends to emphasize the influence of this planet on the 
chart as a whole 


an American, was General Patton. He commanded the American 

7th Army in the 1943 invasion of Sicily (Montgomery led the 
British 8th Army there) and the 3rd Army in the campaigns in France and 
Germany in 1944-45. 

Militarily Patton was an artist. 

This can be clearly seen from his o in TI? at the IC trine 2 in # in the 
Vilth. A o contact with 2 shows ability to anticipate or respond with 
finesse to one’s opponents overtures. Rommel’s o in = gave him the 
same ability. And Patton’s chart also shares another feature in common 
with Rommel’s in the shape of a T-square in mutable Signs. It involves 9. 
P and &, and o’s position at the IC links it with the end of life. As was 
the case with Rommel, Patton’s end was violent and tragic. His staff car 
was involved in a collision with another car at an intersection under 
strange and possibly suspicious circumstances. He was not killed out 
right then but was severely injured and was transferred to an ambulance to 
be taken to a military hospital. On the way there the ambulance was 
rammed by another vehicle and this time he was killed. There has always 
been a suspicion that he was murdered for political reasons because he did 
not go along with the plans for cooperation with Communist Russia in the 
partition of Germany along lines that had been laid down and were even- 
tually carried out. 

In Rommel’s case the three planets involved in his T-square formed a 
piggy-back mutual reception which disposed of all else in his chart. This 
was not so with Patton. As far as dispositorship is concerned his chart is 
divided between two mutual receptions, one between the ) and 4 which 
disposes of 2, JK, ¥, the MC and the 0&3 and the other between % and 4 


A NOTHER VERY important World War II commander, this time 
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which disposes of o”, B, the O, @, Q and the Ascendant, Descendant and 
IC. Of the two that between $ and \ is slightly the stronger and since it 
involves P and o& it gave him the cutting edge in battle. At the same time 
\ and the © made him extremely popular with his troops. Under Eisen- 
hower'’ as supreme commander he spearheaded a sizable section of the 
American forces in the campaign in France and Germany in 1944-45, His 
quickness of mind and ability to improvise or change tactics, sometimes 
within seconds if circumstances warranted it—the essential qualities in a 
fighting commander—came from 8 in the VIth, exactly * K. 


Figure 10: General George Smith Patton 
2:38 a.m. GMT, November 11, 1885 
San Marino, California: 34N07, 118W07 
(from family Bible) 
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OW WHAT about those pure mental fighters—chess players ? 

There are no guns involved here and there is no literal killing al- 

though the chess pieces are set out in military array with even a 
couple of bishops to bless the proceedings. In the mental sphere, though, 
it is about as close to a pure fight and test of intellectual adroitness as one 


'© | prefer not to use Eisenhower’s chart here as his political career introduces 
other issues. 


Wintle: Mercury 


can get. A great chess player goes for the kill and for that purpose he has 
to have an unerring mental grasp of every possible move that he or his 
opponent can make, together with all their consequences. 

A chess encounter which commanded almost as much international at- 
tention as a war in the Middle East took place approximately twelve years 
ago. 

The opposing players were Bobby Fischer of the United States and 
Gary Kasparov of the then Soviet Union. It happened while the Cold War 
was still fully operative and appropriately therefore it was arranged that 
the confrontation should be staged in Reykjavik, Iceland—appropriate 
because of the Cold War and also because great chess is a contest be- 
tween two minds both of which must be operatively as cold as ice. 

It was billed as a friendly contest, as pure sport, something like an 
amicable gesture between the two super powers. Nevertheless everyone in 
the world knew that symbolically it was a challenge between representa- 
tive national heroes, i.c., between national gladiators. Defeat of either of 
them would spell a serious loss of face for his nation. If Gary Kasparov 
lost there were real fears about what would be his fate when he returned 
home. 


Figure 11: Bobby Fischer 
7:39 p.m. GMT, March 9, 1943 
Chicago: 41N53, 87W38 
(birth certificate) 
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What were their charts like ? Bobby Fischer’s chart (Figure 11) proves to 
be precisely the type that we should have learnt by now to associate with 
ruthless determination to win by means of intellectual superiority and cal- 
culating mental adroitness. There is no doubt about it. A mutual reception 
% and \K disposes of everything else in it. It turns a fairly strong dissociate 
square between these two plancts into an asset instead of a liability. The 
square retains its characteristic function of forcing an issue into the open 
(by contrast with the opposition aspect where it tends to remain blocked as 
a permanent frustration) so it now becomes an enormous aid to a fighter. 
There is an identified enemy so both planets—the most mental planets out 
of the whole series of planets—conspire to knock him out by every con- 
ceivable, icily merciless means possible. No matter that the © is in the 
sensitive H and the Ascendant in warm, expansive, generous 2. These 
Signs’ principles are turned on their heads and converted into fighting 
strengths to be calculatingly used to win at all costs. Fischer employed 
his Piscean psychological 
insight to work on his oppo- 
nent’s nerves in order to in- 
duce a mood of uncertainty 
and insecurity. And then he 
acted like a typical boorish Q 
autocrat. He would turn up 
late for each game. On one 
occasion out of the ten con- 
tests he didn’t turn up at all. 
That game went by default 
to Kasparov but the psychological assault took its toll none the less. In 
the final count Fischer proved to be decisively the winner of the series 
with only two wins to Kasparov and two draws. 

But Gary Kasparov’s chart (Figure 12) is strangely enough in many 
ways also a typical winner’s chart. We must remember that he was after 
all indisputably Russia’s champion chess player and whiz kid. He has the 
shrewdly manipulative Sign @ rising, characteristic of successful business 
men, and there is also a very strong mutual reception between the © in T 
and 0 in £2, disposing of 4, the ), 2, Descendant and IC. It shows he is 
by nature a tiger. Moreover on the whole he is a fortunate tiger with \ in 
T and the ) in »”. 

But what of 3? 

§ is strong but not as strong as he is in Bobby Fischer’s chart. He is in 
?’s Sign 8 and a circle of receptions links him to ¢ in ¥’s Sign and 
from there to ¥ in B’s Sign Ml and finally to B in 9’s Sign Tf. The circle 
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disposes of \f, 4, ®, 8, ASC and MC, It is strong because it involves 
both B and XX, the two planets which can be most determinedly disruptive 
of other people, and also both the positive angles and the Ascendant ruler. 
However, it is more diffuse than the one concentrated mutual reception 
between ? and )K in the Fischer chart. Fischer has the edge on him here. 


Figure 12: Gary Kasparov 
8:45 p.m. GMT, April 13, 1963. Baku, Azerbaydzhan: 40N22, 49E51 
(autobiography) 


3’s greatest Zodiacal strength is his placement in & in Kasparov’s Vth 
House in a strong trine to B in Ti? in the IXth, by equal house. This gives 
him an ability both to enjoy chess as a game (Vth Housc) and also to play 
it rather like a mind-stretching exercise in philosophy (B in the [Xth). A 
number of books describing famous games played by him in this way have 
come out in Russia. There is a penetrating jewel-like quality to his mind 
when it is at its best. 

3’s greatest weakness is its equally strong square from o in QQ in the 
VIlIth. His mental equilibrium and coolness can be disrupted by anger. 
Fischer intuited this and deliberately played on it. Kasparov could return 
to Russia complaining that his opponent had not behaved like a gentleman 
but this wasn’t really a full and adequate answer. It was really a game of 
war—of total ruthless mental one-upmanship. Bobby Fischer was more 
tuthless so he won. 
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T IS IMPORTANT at this point that we should examine the charts of 

three boxers. These show different characteristics, and the fact that 

they do helps to emphasize a vital distinction which we must bear in 
mind as we try to understand the very individual way in which 3 works, 

Mohammed Ali (original name Cassius Clay) 
became world heavyweight boxing champion on 
February 25, 1964 when he defeated the former 
champion Sonny Liston, holder of the title for 
the previous seventeen months. At the time of 
his victory he was still known as Cassius Clay, 
not having yet converted to the Moslem religion 
in which he assumed his new Islamic name. The 
most remarked upon thing about him at that 
time—and indeed subsequently throughout his 
boxing career—was his big mouth. He was inordinately fond of boasting 
and belittling his opponents. “I am the greatest,” he would say, striking a 
pose and holding his hand in the air. It made him disliked by quite a num- 
ber of people and not a few wished Sonny Liston would take him down a 
peg and knock him out in the return bout, but this he failed to do. Clay 
dispatched him in less than a minute of the first round of their second 
contest. 

What do we find in his chart (Figure 13) ? A strong o and § ? 

Yes and No. o& is strong because he is close to the Midheaven but he 
is in © and also involved in a dissociate T-square with B in Q in the XIIth 
House and the © at the end of @ in the VIth. Nevertheless the result of 
that will undoubtedly be an ability to vent the inner tension of the © & B 
by projecting it as aggression (a square always projects things outwards). 
And with that 6 © ruling his 22 Ascendant, in addition to the opposition 
to B, Clay may very well be coldly deadly. 3 on the other hand is at first 
sight not particularly emphasized. He is admittedly strong in the Sign = 
and he is close to the Descendant but his aspects, « ) and 9, and 4 4, do 
not suggest the compulsion to compete and prove the inferiority of others 
by virtue of his own mental superiority. On the contrary they could well 
show a disposition to want to say only what will be liked and may make 
him popular. A 3 o @ often gives child-like qualities and some of Clay’s 
boasting may have to be classified as ‘childlikeness’, perhaps even as 
childishness. 

Nevertheless ? is subtly present in this chart because he is associated 
by contiguity with something which is the cardinal feature in it. He is ¢ 9, 
and a mutual reception between ? and K is the ultimate dispositor of eve- 
rything in the figure. 
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Figure 13: Cassius Marcellus Clay 
‘Mohammed Ali’ 
6:35 p.m. CST, January 17, 1942. Louisville, Kentucky: 38N15, 85W45 
Birth certificate 


What we have to realize is that boxing is not and never can be primar- 
ily a mental sport. It is a physical sport and it depends primarily upon 
coordinated felt reflexes. Quickness of mind is relevant but only if it as- 
sists and is subordinate to a kind of physical intuition. The conscious 
thinking brain, however well developed and subtle, is too slow and linear 
to be in direct control in this field. Boxing is not chess, not is it even war, 
where generals do have time to work out tactics by reflecting and consid- 
ering the whole field. A boxer’s responses must be immediate without any 
conscious thinking at all. It is the same with troops who will have to en- 
gage an enemy directly in blind terrain. Unlike generals, men who have to 
do this are trained not to think. They shoot first at the slightest sound or 
movement and think afterwards. In a sense they have learnt to return or 
regress to an earlier stage of evolution than human conscious thought. 
They keep their thinking under control and set it to one side, knowing that 
for the present, while they are doing what they have to do now, it is more 
efficient and safer to trust to those innate reflexes which work specifically 
in the situation they are in, just as animals do. 

But why is @ in particular so prominent? Why not the ) or the ©, or 
even just 0”? 
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9 is a ‘feeling’ planet, closer to our instinctual nature than 9 is; but 
there is more to it than just that. In many ways a boxer may be said to 
dance through each round of a fight. His whole body moves and his foot- 
work is as subtle and flexible as that of a ballet dancer. As a Venusian by 
dispositorship Clay/Mohammed Ali relied upon felt rhythms and upon his 
ability to respond to and in effect dance with his opponent. So, to a 
greater or lesser extent, do all expert boxers. 

What singled Clay out? 

It was of course the involvement of ){, dancing with 2, which made the 
pas de deux they were engaged in so deadly to his opponents. Signifi- 
cantly enough Clay/Ali’s punches, when studied in slow motion on film, 
were revealed to be karate punches. “They must have hurt like blazes,” 
said one commentator. When challenged about it he denied that he knew 
anything about karate but whether that was actually so or not, )M and ka- 
rate certainly knew him. 


Figure 14: Sonny Liston 
May 8, 1933 (time not known). Pine Bluff, Arkansas: 34N13, 92W01 
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In the next two boxers’ charts 2 comes directly back into the picture. 
Not that he was completely absent even in Ali’s case, of course. He con- 
joined ¢ the dancer. But in Sonny Liston’s chart he is directly involved in 
a mutual reception with o which disposes of ¥, 4, )K and 4 and in Joe 
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Louis’ he has a mutual reception with 2 which disposes of everything ex- 
cept K and \. 


ONNY LISTON was the former champion that Cassius Clay 

knocked out in February 1964. Unfortunately | do not have an ex- 

act birth time for him so Figure 14 is a noon chart, illustrated with 
0° T at the first cusp. It is adequate to give us the picture as far as 9 is 
concerned, even so. Note that besides his mutual reception with o% there is 
also a mutual reception between the ), the receptive, instinctual nature, 
and PB. Liston was a born, instinctive fighter, almost a compulsive one, 
though without the finesse of Clay. His life history tells us the story. He 
was born ina shack, the 24th in a family of 25 children, As a teenager he 
was hired to beat up strikers’ pickets and he became a robber and commit- 
ted larceny. It was only while he was serving time for larceny at the state 
penitentiary in Jefferson City that he truly learnt the formal skills and 
rules of boxing. From there he went on to become world heavyweight 
champion in September 1962 when he was 29. 

He couldn’t have done that without some science. \K is directly impli- 
cated in his chart, just as he was in Clay’s, though here it is by a close ¢ % 
in o’s Sign, T. And note also the & & ¥ in 3’s Sign MW. This is truly a 
boxer’s chart and Liston was no sluggard. As great an expert as Joe 
Louis thought he would defeat Clay in their return bout. But there is the 
dissociate % & ) from the end of T to the beginning of T'', and conse- 
quently he lacked total relaxed confidence in the instinctual responses of 
his body. & interfered too much. Reports say that Liston actually showed 
real terror of Clay when he heard him boasting before their second en- 
counter. In effect Clay used fear psychology to unsettle him, very much 
as Bobby Fischer used it to unsettle Gary Kasparov. 

3 gave Liston enough of the compulsive urge to prove he was the best 
to take him to the top but worried too much to enable him to stay there 
once he had got there. 

Mohammed Ali held the heavyweight boxing championship for an im- 
pressively long time but the boxer who clung to the title for the longest 
time on record so far, twenty years before him, was Joe Louis. As I said 
earlier, his chart (figure 15) is dominated by a mutual reception between 
and @. 


"The ) may of course have been in = if Liston was born much before noon 


and the opposition could have been exact from T to =. On the other hand if he 
was born much after noon and the ) was further into M1. the opposition will 
have been wider and weaker. My fecling is that the noon position is appropri- 
ate and probably fairly reliable. 
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with it. The map which results doesn’t accent o at all—in fact it 

relegates him to an entirely obscure position on the IInd House cusp— 
and though other significators besides & are certainly required to produce 
a heavyweight champion boxer a boxer’s chart without o prominent in 
some way or other is to my mind inconceivable. I suspect a birth time 1% 
to 2 hours later which would bring o* up from the IInd House cusp to a Q 
Ascendant, ° ){ in = in the VIIth. The given chart with rising and the 
) on cusp VII as the only angular planet suggests a caring, sensitive per- 
son who would be pre-eminently a husband and family man. Q rising with 
the © in the Xth exactly O in the VII[th would change all that. The 
square would produce a compulsive urge to identify an enemy (VIIth 
House) and then to achieve success and renown in life (Xth House) by 
defeating him. And the rising o ° ){ would give the appropriate strength 
and compulsive attraction towards violence needed to clobber him with 
scientific skill. 
Figure 15: JOE LOUIS 

(born Joseph L. Barrow) 
8:00 a.m. CST, May 13, 1914 
Lexington, Alabama: 34N58, 87W20 
(data in Sabian Symbols by Mare Edmond Jones) 


|: JOE LOUIS’ case we do have a given birth time, but I am unhappy 


09° T TS 


SS 09% 39" 
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However, none of this is acceptable for research purposes. A research 
study of the charts of these boxers must either take them as presented or 
consider them completely without reference to angles or House cusps at 
all. In Joe Louis’ case I propose to take the latter course, and treat his 
chart as if we had no birth time, just as with Sonny Liston. 

His chart stresses 2 through her mutual reception with 3, just as Ali’s 
did through her mutual reception with KX, and it is interesting that when we 
look closely into the figure a great many other features which character- 
ized Mohammed Ali’s also begin to re-emerge. Even the same planets are 
involved. 

Firstly, 2, in ’s Sign Il, is ¢ % and is also A K. This combination 
tends to give the same cold, quasi-scientific twist to her artistry that the 
mutual reception with \K did in Ali’s case. Don’t be 
misled by that sweet 2? AK. 2 ¢ % is as hard as they 
come. Very often a person with this aspect will make 
up for it in adulthood by being insensitive to all fur- 
ther hurt (ideal for a boxer) and by subconsciously 
feeling a sweet sense of tit for tat when others weakly 
reveal they are in pain. 

% is in 9’s Sign B, squaring both 4 and K in ='* 
but supported by a fairly strong o © and 4 ) in 6, 

The square indicates a compulsive mental tension 
which will normally be projected outward upon 
someone or something. It may be channeled and di- 
rected upon a specific chosen objective depending upon the houses in- 
volved. We cannot be specific here. ¥ ¢ © and A ) both together greatly 
strengthen % and they also do something clse which is very important in 
the context of a boxer’s chart—they link him back to his roots. 3 is the 
child of the ). A beneficial contact between them shows a mentally and 
emotionally secure child and an adult whose mind and feelings do not 
conflict.'> The mind doesn’t interfere and insist on taking control when 
feelings should really be followed. And in Joe Louis’ chart we not only 
have such a ) contact (the queen) but support from the © (the king) as 
well. Conscious thinking will know how to behave itself. Joe has a strong 
mind, one which is earthed, 8, and relaxcdly confident. 


'2 disposes of 4 so the square accents him more than it does 4. The aspect 
itself is almost exactly focused on the midpoint between them. 

'3 Conversely a lack of any aspect, even a difficult one. is a well-known 
warning of mental fragility and possible susceptibility to mental illness, particu- 
larly when there is no contact of ? with the Ascendant cither. Our conscious 
mind is simply not competent to run our whole selves at this point in its evolu- 
tion, and it breaks down when it tries to. 
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well. Conscious thinking will know how to behave itself. Joc has a strong 
mind, one which is earthed, 8, and relaxedly confident. 

o£ XK further accentuates )X. All these three boxers’ charts emphasize 
KX. Realize that )K is a very tough, uncompromising planet. Six ycars after 
he was discovered revolution broke out in France and brought down the 
whole of the old order in Europe. Similarly every boxing champion be- 
gins by bringing down a former boxing champion. The opposition is 5%° 
from exactness but still powerful, especially since it is &’s only signifi- 
cant aspect. He will thrust himself into it and ){ will thrust back equally 
vigorously. It is a pity we cannot be certain where it falls in the chart 
though I think it is axiomatic that o* will not be on the IInd House cusp. 
Fighting was not ‘just a job’ for Joe Louis. Somewhere o” will have been 
prominent enough to add physical aggressiveness to his mercurial urge to 
be top dog so that he could do it bodily as a boxer. 

In this chart, therefore, ¥ wins through his friends 2, K, o’ and the ) 
whom he urges on but is careful not to disturb. 2 danced and used his 
mercurial hands and arms, II, to deliver blows with all the weight of » 
behind them. Nearly all of Joe Louis’ victories were knock-outs. P is 
also in I with a lethal parallel to K as his only effective aspect. And the 
© too, ¢ 8, is also lI K. Truly when you look into everything you wouldn't 
want to tangle with a man like this. 

To be continued 


Results of Competition 


On page 88 of Considerations XII:1 Cheng-yi Huang asked readers to say 
what happened to a female born June Ist, 1966 at 2:11 a.m. CDT in Kansas 
City, Missouri (36N06, 94W35) on five dates. The actual events were as fol- 
lows: 


Event Date Native 's Nature of 
# Location the event 
1 April 12, 1989 36N06 94W35 | Son born 
2 October 20, 1990 47N44 124W44 | Marriage 
3 February 9, 1995 47N44 124W44 | Suicide attempt 
4 December 4, 1995 47N44 124W44 | Car accident 
5 January 1, 1996 47N44 124W44 | Told of brother’s 
suicide 


Although Dymock Brose identified the marriage, no other events were cor- 
rectly identified by any contestant. Clue: Set up the diurnal charts for these 
five dates at the native’s location (each Ascendant having same longitudinal 
difference from the © as in birth chart at that place). Each chart then clearly 
identifies the nature of the event. —Ken Gillman 


Books Considered 


Astrologia: art and culture in the Renaissance—arte e cultura in eta rinasci- 
mentale. A bilingual edition (English & Italian), with commentaries by Daniele 
Bini, Ernesto Milano, Grazia Mirti, Anna Rosa Venturi & Leandro Venturi. 
Modena, Italy: I] Bulino edizioni d’arte. 1996. Hardcover: 272 (12%” x 9'4”) 
pages, 250 illustrations. ISBN 88-8625 1-22-X. $ 90.00. 

This profusely illustrated, beautiful book, authorized by the Italian Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, includes a complete reproduction of De Sphaera, an il- 
luminated 14th century Codex from the library of the Visconti d’Este that is 
unanimously regarded as the most beautiful Renaissance illuminated manu- 
script on astrology, at once an authentic work of art and an extremely valuable 
document. De Sphaera was created circa 1470 by Cristoforo De Predis, an illus- 
trator with an innate artistic sensibility made sharper by a physical handicap 
(he was a deaf mute). It is a delight to the eye, a thrill to leaf through and to 
study. 

In the 14th and 15th centuries Northern Italy was where Europe’s best as- 
trologers assembled—Regiomontanus, Biagio Pelacani, Nicolas Copernicus, 
Maino de’Mainieri, and Guido Bonatti were all there. They were attracted by 
the courts of the rich princes—the Sforzas in Milan and the Estes in Farrara— 
and by the vibrant intellectual atmosphere in the universities. This was the 
Renaissance, the time of man’s rebirth, and the Golden Age of astrology. 
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and other geniuses were creating exquisite 
works of art, and the ‘noble intelligence’ of the Renaissance man enabled as- 
trology to take a qualitative leap into the golden age of art and science, and to 
permeate every branch of knowledge from philosophy to religion, literature to 
art, astronomy to medicine. De Sphaera represents a culmination, the expres- 
sion of astrology in art. 

Besides De Sphaera, which illustrates each planet and multiple scenes in 
which the planet’s influence is clearly visible, the library of the Princes d’Este 
also contains classical, medieval and humanist works pertaining to astrology. 
These are discussed here in detail, with many illustrations. They include the 
3rd-century-BC poem by Aratus of Soli, considered the first systematic de- 
scription of the celestial sphere, plancts and constellations (based on the work 
of Eudoxus of Cnidos), a four-book Ist-century poem by Hyginus, and the more 
widely known works of Manilius, Regiomontanus, Firmicus and Ptolemy. The 
library also has an unpublished collection of 16th century horoscopes, many of 
which are reproduced here and discussed. 

Beautiful art, a history of astrology up to the 15th century, illustrations from 
several other beautiful Renaissance codices, rare horoscopes, and the charming, 
detailed reproduction of the delightful De Sphaera—a veritable feast for the 
eyes. This coffee-table book is filled with color plates that can be enjoyed again 
and again. It will transport the reader back a wonderful age in which those who 
wore the crowns paid careful heed to their astrological advisers. 

—Ken Gillman 


86 


Considerations NTL:3 


Exploring Jupiter: The Astrological Key to Progress, Prosperity and Po- 
tential by Stephen Arroyo, Sebastopol, CA: CRCS Publications. 1996, Soft. 
297 pages. $12.95. 

Stephen Arroyo, once again, has written a remarkably insightful book. /x- 
ploring Jupiter takes an in-depth look at 4, a planet whose power ofien is 
overlooked. In this comprehensive book, Arroyo explores \’s importance and 
its many different facets. 

Written while he was experiencing significant 4 transits, Exploring Jupiter 
reflects Arroyo’s extensive knowledge and background as a counsclor, teacher 
and world-class astrologer. Arroyo’s numerous books are popular around the 
world, with translations in ten different languages. In this, his seventh book. 
Arroyo also draws from the wisdom of several other prominent astrologers in- 
cluding Charles Carter, Donna Cunningham and Isabel Hickey, to mention a 
few. Arroyo’s bibliography could be a who who’s of our brightest minds in 
astrology. 

\ can help us broaden our perspectives, plan for the future and point the 
way to areas of growth, development and understanding, but 4 can also mani- 
fest itself in negative ways, such as through arrogance and hypocrisy. Arroyo is 
thorough in exploring both the positive and negative meanings of 4. According 
to Arroyo, “Jupiter, by instilling us with an ideal, by inspiring us with a long- 
term goal, by making us aspire to become something better than we are, gives a 
sense of meaning and direction in life.” Simply stated, “Jupiter gives meaning 
to life.” 

After several excellent chapters covering key concepts about 4, Arroyo 
gives detailed discussions of 4 in each sign and house, in aspect and in transit. 
The book is complemented by a fascinating assortment of charts of more than 
thirty famous people, discussing the significance of 4 in their charts. The 
charts are enhanced by well-researched mini-biographies written by Barbara 
McEnerney, editor of Exploring Jupiter. 

Arroyo has combined his astrological wisdom and insight into human na- 
ture to create a significant contribution to the astrological literature. 1 highly 
recommend this book to anyone seeking to increase their understanding of the 
planet which rules understanding. 

—Leda Blumberg 


Astrology for Women: Roles and Relationships. Edited by Gloria Star. St. 
Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications. 1997, $9.95. 

This book is edited by Gloria Star and has articles by ten women. all pro- 
fessional astrologers. It seems intended for psychologically-oricnted women 
who arc interested in astrology but know little about it. Of the ten authors, only 
three have articles that deal with real astrology. 

Jan Spiller takes planets in each House and uses the well-trodden path of 
cookbook astrology, describing what these mean—or should mean. Gloria Star 
writes about creating healthy relationships. Barbara Schermer deals with the 
“Path of Initiation for Women” and the relationship of life’s tasks to the sca- 
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sons—if Earth is not well represented, the task is to learn discrimination; if 
Fire is deficient, she must learn to have courage and passion; if Water is defi- 
cient, she must master her feelings and emotions; and if Air is deficient, she 
must cultivate mental energy. 

Demetra George and Kelley Hunter are mythologists, and this revicwer 
could not find much of interest in their articles. The article by Carol Garlick 
about “Daughters and Fathers” describes how when ¥ entered % the rigidity 
associated with this Sign was dissolved and now men are expected to bond with 
their daughters and help with domestic tasks. This is common sense, as many 
women now have jobs outside the home. 

Roxana Muise is a metaphysician and a minister. Her article is entitled 
“The Sacred Sisterhood.” She describes the asteroids connected with the myths 
we live, and how they enliven a chart. Many astrologers would be interested in 
this article, but there are 5,000 named asteroids and more are being discovered. 
Roxana Muise must have little Earth in her chart, for she needs to learn dis- 
crimination. 

There are three articles which I believe would interest astrologers. 

Kim Rogers-Gallagher examines the }’s Qs and the ©, ), o*, 2 and *, and 
shows how we can use them in our lives according to their Houses, Signs and 
aspects. Houses, she says, are not energy sources like planets, and they are not 
styles of behavior like Signs. They represent areas of life experience and sets of 
circumstances we must deal with, and which will require different sides of us to 
handle. I found her article to be truly astrological. She describes what astrol- 
ogy is all about and how the chart maps out the life’s purpose. 

Kim, the co-founder of the Seacoast Astrological Association of Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, is indefatigable in collecting data, writing for The 
Mountain Astrologer, and has so many interests that I wonder she has time to 
sleep! 

The second of the excellent articles in this book is by Madalyn Hillis 
Deneen. She began her study of astrology with the Uranian system and has 
practiced and taught Uranian techniques for seventeen years. Her article is 
entitled “On Singleness: Choosing to be Me.” Madalyn herself was a single 
mother raising two children, but is now happily married again. 

She analyses the charts of women who have remained single. One is Gloria 
Steinem who has dominant masculine energies, and has no aspects that show 
the need for the emotional fulfillment one traditionally gets in marriage. 
Madalyn also looks at the charts of Princess Diana. Louisa May Alcott, Cher, 
Madonna, Mother Teresa, Maya Angelou, Mia Farrow, and St. Teresa of Avila. 
There is some useful astrology here. 

The most interesting part of Madalyn’s article describes the Cardinal Axis 
or Eight-armed Cross, which is an integral part of the Uranian system. The 
Cardinal ingress points, 0° T, G, = and %, and the 15° points of the four 
Fixed Signs, 8, Q, Tl and *, are very important in showing how one can con- 
tribute to the world. Users of the Uranian system rely very much on midpoints; 
they look for planets whose midpoints are posited on the Cross as well as 
planets actually in contact with one of these cight points. For example, Oprey 
Winfrey has ? at 20° and % at 9° Tl. Add 51° to » and it will arrive at 0° 6; 
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subtract 50° from § and it will also arrive at 0° %. These planets have their 
midpoint ‘4° from a Cardinal point and therefore have a most cnormous influ- 
ence on her contribution to society. As » is exactly square to her © ¢ Q at 9° 
ss, these plancts partake of the configuration. Her chart is an extraordinary 
example of how a poor black woman could host a television program with 
enormous appeal to almost everyone. 

This article could assist an astrologer to find his or her best contribution to 
the world. 

The third article I liked was by Ronnie Gale Dreyer, “The Impact of Self- 
Esteem.” She has case studies of two well-known women, Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Hillary Rodham Clinton. What links them are their attraction 
and subsequent marriages to charismatic men with whom they led charmed 
public lives, and an awareness that motherhood was an important key to their 
self-fulfillment. Ronnie considers Nicole’s chart to be the most afflicted she 
has ever encountered. Nicole’s name has already passed into folk memory. I 
once heard a woman I did not know exclaim to a friend, “Remember Nicole! 
Never upset your husband!” 

—Margaret Millard MD 


Astrology's Special Measurements. Edited by Nocl Tyl. St. Paul, MN: 
Llewellyn Publications, 1994, 339 pages. 

Nine contributors have written on a wide variety of astrological topics to 
produce a book which has something for everyone. 

The first chapter, "Transpluto is for Real", is by Lynn Koiner, with an 
ephemeris prepared by Michael Munkasey from 1900 to 2000. The ephemeris 
heading 'Transpluto (Vulcan)' is confusing as Vulcan has been used to denote a 
possible planet inside the orbit of Mercury. Lynn is referring to a potentially 
real planet which is not to be confused with the eight additional "planets" of 
Uranian astrology. A large number charts from selected subjects were used to 
study transits and progressions, and personality types involving Transpluto. 
The essay comes across as well-researched and authoritative. 

I particularly liked the contribution by Mary Shea on the important matter 
of Solar returns. She avoids confusion between the interpretation of Tropical 
and Sidcreal returns by treating cach type differently, using techniques appro- 
priate to each system. The author feels that there is no theoretical basis for pre- 
cessing a tropical Solar return, as do I, and her preference for a tropical non- 
precessed chart struck a responsive chord. The merits of which co-ordinates 
should be used to calculate a Solar return, such as those for the birthplace, the 
residence, or the event location, are discussed, but the choice is wisely left to 
the individual. It is pointed out that one cannot avoid one's destiny by changing 
the location for the return as suggested by some, as events in one's must be ex- 
perienced. Ms Shea concludes that "a Solar return chart is like a ‘temporary 
natal chart' and very easy to read" cither as a stand alone chart or in relation 
with the natal chart. However she prefers to treat them as a single chart. 

The question of timing future events is of interest to many. Joan McEvers 
has found Lunations and Eclipses to be the easiest and quickest timing device. 
She discusses two ways to use them and illustrates the procedures with exam- 
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ples from the lives of members of the British Royal family. The first method is 
to determine when Lunations or Eclipses form a major aspect to a natal planet, 
and the second is to note into which house the Lunation falls in the natal horo- 
scope. This is good practical advice from an experienced teacher. 

Besides his well known position as Director of Matrix, Michael Erlewine is 
active in Tibetan Buddhism. This latter interest is evident in his chapter on 
Lunar Gaps. Eastern and Western astrologies employ the Lunar cycle in differ- 
ent ways, and whereas the West concentrates on Lunations and Lunar quarters, 
the East analyses the entire cycle. Eastern study has revealed that during the 
Lunar month not all 30 days are considered to be of equal importance, and 
some days are more appropriate for certain activities. These gaps are discussed 
at length in the article. 

Mythic Measurements of the Moon's Nodes is the subject of the essay by 
Dennis Flaherty. He begins with an excellent coverage of serpent/dragon myths 
to show that this lore is remarkably reminiscent of the astrological symbology 
associated with the Dragon's head and tail. Dennis contrasts the interpretation 
of the Nodes in Western and Eastern astrology. This is one area, in my opinion, 
where the West can advantageously extend the traditional meaning of the 
Nodes to include that used by Vedic astrologers. The author presents interpre- 
tations of both the North and south node when conjoined with the planets and 
these notes should be of great benefit in chart analysis. 

The contribution by Tom Bridges deals with the Earth/Sun nodes (Aries and 
Libra points), and Antiscia or Solstice points. Antiscia have not reccived a lot 
of attention in the literature, and this chapter is an excellent means of acquiring 
an insight into this important subject. For those with computers the author sug- 
gests that midpoint trees and midpoint sorts are a rapid means of finding the 
antiscia. He illustrates his technique with examples which show the strength of 
these points in chart interpretation. 

The interests of Uranian astrologers are satisfied by Airline Karma who 
gives a summary of the features and techniques which are peculiar to the Ura- 
nian System. Ms Karma has provided a bricf, modern description of the cight 
Transneptunian "planets" used by the Hamburg school. She believes that the 
system is still evolving and that further modernization of the planetary pictures 
is also required. 

The so-called Fixed Stars are ignored by most astrologers. Indeed, there is 
controversy concerning their astrological usefulness. Michacl Munkascy argues 
that astrologers wrongly use the ccliptic positions of the Fixed Stars instead of 
their line of sight positions. He quotes an orb of | to 1.5 degrees in gencral use, 
but Bernadette Brady using the paran positions in the SolarFire program rec- 
ommends an orb of only 15'- 20' of arc. Michacl ends with a plea for greater 
study and use of the Fixed Stars. 

The final contribution is on Rectification by Larry Ely. Larry has a tendency 
to sidetrack so that in places I found it difficult to maintain interest in the 
thread of the discourse. He envisages that there are three charts to rectify, viz., 
the conception chart, birth chart and death chart, and he insists that each of 
these always needs to be rectified. The Prenatal Epoch is denounced as unsuit- 
able for finding the conception chart and for rectification of the birth chart. The 
Nadi method is also regarded as bogus. He admits only the Alcabitus, Campa- 
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nus and Koch house systems, the Mean Lunar node, and the geographic lati- 
tude as the means of determining the Ascendant and house cusps. Primary di- 
rections are also considered to be invalid. I am in agreement with many of 
Larry's idcas but disagree with many others. However, this is an interesting and 
thought provoking chapter. 
This book is entertaining and readable, and should be a useful and valuable 
addition to any astrologer's bookshelf. 
—Jack Nicholls, D.Sc. 


The Astrological Neptune and the Quest for Redemption by Liz Greene. 
Maine: Samuel Weiser, Inc. 1996. Hardback, 512 pages. $30.00. 

Greene tells a good story. She writes well, is always interesting and is the 
complete mistress of her art. This mammoth work, which is obviously a must 
buy for her many fans and disciples, warrants careful reading. There is much 
here with which I agree, but also a great deal that I question. 

According to Cyril Fagan, in astrology the planet ¥ symbolizes the sensa- 
tion monger, someone who can’t leave anything as he or she finds it but must 
exaggerate, puff it up and fantasize it out of all proportion. Liz Greene’s latest 
book tends to confirms this interpretation; in her whitewashing of the planct, 
she presents a view of ¥ as compassionate and mystical while ignoring much 
that is negative about the planet. We should. I agree, always think positively, 
especially with respect to our planetary gods; but for all those wonderful vibra- 
tions, my own experiences of ¥ tell me the interpretation of Fagan and others is 
correct while what Greene says here is just so much eye-wash. 

Greenc’s book has four main sections. The first 97 pages deal with The 
Mythology of Neptune, recounting virtually every myth, folk tale and legend 
connected with water from Egyptian, Babylonian. Biblical, Hindu and Greek 
sources and associating everyone of them with ¥. I had always related the ) 
with water, with the pure life-giving watcr in the lakes, streams and especially 
flowing in the holy rivers, in the Ganges. the Rhine, the Mississippi, Hudson, 
Nile, Amazon, etc. The sea, too, with its high and low tides, is predominantly 
lunar-influenced, at least in the old-fashioned sense of cause and effect. Greene 
appears to have gone overboard with relating the planet to the fishes of }, she 
has ¥ as the planetary ruler of all water, the pure and the impure. 

Again, I have always taken the ) as the astrological symbol for the Great 
Mother, the primal source of life. Greene disagrees: she relates ¥ to the God- 
dess. Life, she points out, originally began in the occan depths. 

Greene’s ¥ is associated with and was apparently the planetary instigator of 
just about every mythological occurrence from the Creation up to and including 
the Crucifixion. Even so, before the great god received the Latin name we use 
for the planet, the Greeks knew him as Poseidon and depicted him with a 
horse’s head, even if he did carry a triton. Yet, for all the many myths Greene 
recounts, there is no mention of the god as Poseidon Hippios. creator of the 
horse. Neither does Greene really discuss Poseidon Bluehair, the husband of 
the Earth, and we are not told the god was known throughout the ancient world 
as the Earthshaker and considered to be the cause of earthquakes. There’s 
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nothing mystical about earthquakes, presumably Greene doesn’t relate them to 
water, 

The astrology, the interpretation of planetary combinations at a birth, begins 
on page 98, when the author briefly considers the charts of three “redeemers’: 
Mcher Baba, Billy Graham and Carl Jung. This extremely brief coverage in 
such a large text struck this reviewer as odd given the book’s subtitle. 

The 114-page section on The Psychoanalytic Neptune includes an interpre- 
tation of the chart of Julia, a client with a bad case of psoriasis, and for ¥ in 
love, two famous romantic pairs: Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh, and 
Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor. 

Neptune and the Collective, the third section. 134 pages long. deals with 
esoteric ¥ as represented by Rajneesh (Greene omits saying he was born on the 
day of a ¥ station); ¥ & glamour, represented by the chart of Princess Di: ¥ & 
the artist, with the charts of Leonardo da Vinci, Rousseau and Robert Schu- 
mann, and a listing of ¥ aspects at the births of 72 composers of classical mu- 
sic; and the political ¥, ever striving for utopia. with the mundane charts of the 
USA, China and Germany (1918, 1933 and 1949) and an insightful discussion 
of the 4-¥ cycle in politics. 

Finally, assuming the reader didn’t simply skipped the first 365 pages 
(more symbolism?), somewhat older in the ways of ¥. he or she arrives at The 
Neptune Cookbook: ¥ in the Houses, in aspect and in synastry. These interpre- 
tations are generally well done though I do wonder about their length. A terse 
sentence or two summarizing cach interpretation could have been most helpful, 
but then I suppose that’s the » way, not ¥’s. 

The publisher informs us that “this is the most complete and accessible 
book about Neptune ever written.” 

Accessible? Well, yes, an index is provided, and the cookbook scction is 
well done; but to give the author her complete due the reader should really 
study this book in its entirety, from start to finish, assuming he or she has the 
time to spare. 

Complete? Not really. There’s certainly an enormous amount of information 
here, and it is very readable throughout. Nothing here though that objectively 
relates ¥ to oceans—no charts of shipwrecks or launchings or tidal waves or 
cross-channel swimmers—we must accept Greene's flat statement, based en- 
tircly on the association of occans with the name Neptune. Nothing here either 
to show why ¥ has now apparently replaced 4 as the God of Rain—no charts of 
floods, none of excessive rainfalls. Not the way of the psychological astrologer 
perhaps, even if they will dabble in the astrology of nations. Presumably Jupi- 
ter-Pluvius lost out when ¥ took over H. The world of Hollywood or television 
might have been discussed—yes, Greene does cover Olivier/Leigh and Bur- 
ton/Taylor, but as romantic pairs not as figments of celluloid imagination. 

I saw nothing in this book on addiction: alcohol. cocaine. crack. grass and 
opium are all ¥ related. Their pushers are the planet’s servants. So too are the 
false redeemers who tell us we are inadequate. guilty of terrible sins, that we 
need saving, need to be redeemed. These monstrous deceits have enriched the 
few and impoverished millions throughout this Piscean age. Now others are 
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into the same mind games. Ebertin told us in COSI over fifty years ago about 
the susceptibility of those with ¥ prominent in the chart, how prone they are to 
influences exerted by others. Deceit and false pretenses, the fertile fields of the 
con-artist, politician and advertiser, all go unmentioned in this new “most 
complete” book. 

Neither is there anything here on suffering, on energy loss, on betrayal. 

There are so many omissions. Obviously not all could be covered, Greene’s 
book is large enough already, yet their absence serves to remind us just how 
intrusive and far-reaching is the world of ¥. Deception, especially self- 
deception, is ever present. Would we, I wonder, have gotten a different book 
from Miz Liz had this planet instead of being named for the Roman sea god 
been called Mayda, the Sanskrit word for ‘delusion’ ? 

In the past I’ve praised all of Liz Greene’s books that I’ve reviewed. There 
is much to praise here also, but I cannot responsibly recommend this book for 
beginners. It is simply too Neptunian, too misleading. 

—Ken Gillman 


In brief: 


Hindu Astrology Lessons: 36 Teachers Share their Wisdom. Edited by Richard 
Houck. Gaithersburg, MD: Groundswell Press. 1997. 252 pages. $16.95. 

Articles by 36 different (mostly Western) astrologers covering many faccts 
of Hindu astrology. Whether known as Hindu, Vedic or Jyotish, the astrology 
of India is currently enjoying much popularity in the US and Europe. Given 
the size of the book and the number of authors included, cach article is obvi- 
ously very short. They vary from introductory level to more advanced. In gen- 
eral the articles in this interesting book are well written. 


Vedic Astrology by Ronnie Gale Dyer. York Beach, Maine: Samucl Weiser. 
1997. 312 pages. $16.95. 

This introductory text is a revised and updated edition of Dreyer’s carlicr 
(presumably successful) book, /ndian Astrology, published by Aquarian Press in 
1990. The new edition includes a foreword by James Braha, a new chapter on 
planetary yogas, and more in-depth explanations of planets, houses, and the 
planctary periods known as Dasas. The book should appeal to beginners. 


I Answer Questions: Comments and Notes of a Horary Practitioner by Brita 
Okin. 1996. Self-published: P.O. Box 33, Centerport, NY 11721. 

This book teaches Horary in a clear, concise manner. It is designed to have 
the beginner quickly up and running. In addition, the scasoncd practitioner’s 
most frequent problems are addressed. The author distinguishes between those 
methods that:work and those which she believes to be greatly over rated. I was 
most impressed by this refreshingly competent book and expect to regularly 
refer to it. Highly recommended. 
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Who ? 


Olivia Barclay, author of Horary Astrology Rediscovered, is solely 
responsible for the current wide-spread interest in matters Horary and 
also for the reawakened concern throughout the astrological world 
with traditional and classical astrology. Olivia is the principal of The 
Qualifying Horary Diploma Course, a two-year correspondence 
course, information about which can be obtained from her at Monge- 
ham Lodge Cottage, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 OHD, UK 
(telephone: ++44-1304-375667). 


Shelagh Kendal, a consulting astrologer interested in personal and 
historical cycles, has lived in England, Canada and the US. Her book 
Cycles and Spirals explains turning points based on aspects at differ- 
ent ages. She has the Diploma from the Faculty of Astrological 
Studies and now lives in rural Ontario. 


Maurice McCann lives in London and he is a regular contributor on 
matters Horary to the various journals. His book The Void of Course 
Moon, which is a study of the technique as used by Wlliam Lilly, was 
published by Tara Astrological Publications in April 1997. 


T. Stan Riddle is a professional consulting astrologer, a well-known 
lecturer, author of several books on astrology and metaphysics, and 
the publisher of a local newsletter. Stan lives in Cleveland, Ohio. 


Rosalind Sugerman has been an astrologer for 18 years. Her special 
field of interest is the natal charts of babies and young children. She 
writes songs for a group of aspiring rock superstars, who think 
“That’s OK, Def Leopard’s mother writes all their songs.” Rosalind 
lives in Rivett near Canberra, Australia. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years experience, 
whose writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. 
Prier has worked in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He is 
now living in Cape Town. 
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Some of the brightest people in astrology have written in Considerations. Our back 
issues are a permanent source of ideas to reread and reflect on. If your collection is 
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